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| | < H Ki b r e 
N R. Bamſted, KW he,» was fo | 
T M . much affected by what Mr. 
N. NN Shipton aid to him, * e 
blame himſelf forhaving driven his daugh- 
ter away from his parental protection, by 


his ſeverity, and though he repented him 
Wn of his rigorous proceedings, came back 
g dee Book I. Chap. X. fr, 

Vor. It. N from 
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3 425 55 i; journey, in which he 


received no ſatisfactory anſwers to his 
enquiries concerning Almeria, with very 
different ideas, which were not render- 
ed more fayourable to her by the fight 
of Thomas, nor by the ſubſequent in- 
i genuouſneſs | of Mrs. Bamſted in her 
communications: but as ſoon as his 
wife had, by thoſe communications, 
proved the diſingenuity of her former 
conduct, he was determined to adopt a 
- new behaviour, and to prevent her, by 
a ſpecious appearance, from penetrating 
Into his deſigns. He accordingly ated 
in the manner already related, after the 
peruſal of his daughter's letter, and 
ſeemed to be very well pleaſed with her 
tuation at Mrs. Haynes's, projecting, 
at the ſame time in his head, which was 
Fruitful in expedients, a ſcheme for her 
return to Crab-Hall. 
The maſk which Mr. Bamſted aum. 
ed, upon the detection of his wife's con- 
nivance 


CI 


1 


— 
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- nivance with her daughter againſt him, 
he kept on till he had delivered the 
letter ſafe into the hands of the former: 
he then threw it off with this ſarcaſtical 


1 ſpeech— There, madam, there is your 


daughter again: you may now: plot to- 


gether as much as you pleaſe - but I 
ſhall take care to ſecure Mr. Shipton 
for my ſon-in-law, in n ſpite of your com- 
bined cunning. 


At the cloſe ol this W he went 


directly to Mr. Shipton, told him that 
he had brought his daughter home with 
ſentiments very different from thoſe 


which ſhe carried out with her, and 


His En without delay. i nil yrt 


Mr. Shipton, miſled by the ambiguity 


in Mr. Bamſted's expreſſions, and really 


imagining that Miſs Bamſted was return- 
ed diveſted of her averſion to him, 
replied with a chearfulneſs in his coun- 


tenance, which aroſe from the felicity of 


Be his 


* 
* x 
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bis heart upon the ſuppoſed alteration 
in her who had made no ſmall diſtur- 
bance in it, that he would with great 
pleaſure proceed to the completion of 

- His wiſhes, as ſoon as the — * 
_ -  Paratives were finiſhed, 

This reply made Mr. Bamſted very 
happy, who then propoſed that a near 
day ſhould be fixed for his daughter's 

marriage, telling Mr. Shipton that he 
relied upon his known integrity too 

- much to doubt the execution of his 

pecuniary promiſes. With this propoſal 

Mr. Shipton readily complied; aſſuring 

him that he would immediately order 
his lawyer to draw up the ſettlement 
which he always intended to make on 
Miſs Bamſted, and he, in return, with 
great ſolemnity declared that every 
thing RING deſcend to him at his 

_ death, ES 

ti NM. Shipton was very well ſatisfied 

4 2 Mr. Bamſted's declarations, becauſe Nc 

| | Ed h 
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WH he knew that, though avarice was his 

- predominant ' paſſion, he was a man of 

t nice honour, and ſtrict | honeſty, and 

f wanted not to be tied down to the 

5 performance of his word by the. coer- 
five influence of a note or a bond, thoſe 

7 ſevereſt ſatires on the human ſpecies. 

ar As he was, therefore, thor oughly ſatisfi- 


ed with his neighbour's behaviour, he 
pitched upon the third following day 
for the conſummation of his nuptials. 

Mr. Bamſted, having thus adjuſted 
matters quite to his mind, left his friend 
to accelerate his lawyer, and to prepare 
himſelf for his bridal day, and went 
home in order to acquaint Almeria 
with the reſult of his viſit, not a little 
refreſhed with the fumes of ſelf-flat- . 
tery on having diſpoſed of his daugh- 
ter ſo advantageouſly without the ad- * 
vancement of a ſhilling, To be greatly. 
married, in point of fortune was, ac- 
cording to his ſordid notions, to 6 be | 


B 3 _ . happily 


> - 
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happily married: and thoſe notions. 
Hindered him from being ſenſible that 


he had done all in his power to render 


his daughter the moſt 1 od 
Her lex. 


REL SC ES AY AY AR ASS = = 
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HILE Mr, Bamſted was fixing 
the marriage of Almeria, ſhe 
and her mother were mutually lament- 
ing the hopeleſs fituation of their af- 


fairs, and loading themſelves with ac- 


cufations for having irritated, by the 
duplicity of their conduct, the one a 
father, the other a huſband, though they 
had both given him proofs of their 
repentance: Almeria, by the letter which 
ſhe wrote ſoon after her arrival at Mrs. 
Haynes's, and Mrs. Bamſted, by freely 


dildofing i its contents ; of the two Mrs. 


Bamſt ed 


* ad Miſs BamSTzD, 2 


Bamſted was, . the more alfi t- 
ed, becauſe ſhe conlidered herſelf "it 
the firſt * of thoſe- movements 
conſequences. co 

In this condition Mr. Bamſted found 
them on his return. They looked. as if gt 
they had been in tears, and be, with ; 


an aggravating appearance of ſatisfaction 
in his face, informed them of what had 
paſſed between him and Mr. Shipton, | 
concluding with a peremptory tone, As 
the day is fixed, Almeria, I ſhall expect 
you to be my, when it arrives, to 
marry the man whom 1 have choſen 
for you. _ | 
Almeria, unable to ſupport the | ſhock 
of this information, ſunk down to the 
floor motionleſs and mute ; and no bona 
of life appeared. | 
Mrs. Bamſted, in an agony of grief 
cried out, Oh, * dear child is dead, 
B 4 a is 
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is dead !—You have killed your daughter 
with that cruel ſpeech. 4 . 
Mr. Bamſted, alarmed at the outcries 
of his wife, and fearing that there was 
too much truth in what ſhe ſaid, felt 
all the fond father riſing in his boſom, 
and called for proper aſſiſtance with 
the utmoſt rapidity and vociferation. 
Scared by the violence of the ſum- 
mons, two or three of the domeſtics 
who were neareſt to the apartment from 
which it iſſued with ſo much impetu- 
oſity, entered with the ſtrongeſt marks 
of terror imprinted on their features, 
concluding that either their miſtreſs or 
Miſs Pamſted was in her laſt moments. 
Almeria was ſoon removed to her 
chamber, but ſhe did not ſoon recover 
from her ſwoon, and when ſhe did, 
ſhe gave no marks of reaſon, but fell 
into ſeveral fits, which ſucceeded each 
other ſo faſt, that the phyfician who at- 
tended her deemed her caſe to be ex- 
tremely dangerous, Mr, 


My. Mon row and Miſs Baus r Ep. g 
Mr. Bamſted Was ſtunned with ; the 


doctor's declaration, of whoſe. medical 


ſagacity he had a very high opinion, as 


he had practiſed in the country | with _ 


great ſucceſs; could not bear the thoughts 
of loſing his daughter, though he had 
been ſo active in contributing to make 
her life miſerable: — If ſhe dies, ſaid 
he, I ſhall be diſtracted: and he be- 
haved, indeed, in a manner to give pro- 
bability to the exclamation which the 
melancholy object before his eyes wrung 
from him. 

The doctor, obſerving the frantic be- 
haviour of Mr. Bamſted, and not being 
acquainted with the real character of 
the man, was a great while unwilling 
to ſay what he thought about his daugh- 
ter, leſt it ſhould produce fatal conſe- 
quences, but being repeatedly defired 
not to flatter him with falſe hopes, he 


fi eely declared that if there was not a 


B 5 favourable 


» 
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favourable turn in four and ae 
ours he ſhould give her over. 
This ſpeech was like the blow of a 
thunder bolt to him. For ſome mo- 
ments he ſtood as if his faculties were 
torpid: the doctor then, repenting of 
what he had ſpoken, told him that there 
were a few ſymptoms in Miſs Bamſted's 
favour, and that he had no reaſon yet 
to deſpair of her recovery. The re- 
collection, however, of the doctor's for- 
mer words, entirely deſtroyed the effi- 
cacy of the latter ones; for inſtead of 
receiving any comfort from them he was 
funk into deſpondency. 
2 Mrs. Bamſted was very deeply affect- 
ed by Almeria's ſituation, but hoping 
that the apparent contrition of her fa- 
ther would encourage her to expect a 
thorough change in his ſentiments with 
regard to the alliance with Mr. Ship- 
ton, the was not ſo violently alarmed, 
but waited with patience for the reſtora- 
tion 


p- 
ed, 
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tion of is health, wi would be, he 3 


Fe jullly thought, forwarded by the re- 


moval of the terrors which had ſo 
ae ſhaken the pillars of exiſtence. 


5:4 4.353) 
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MUST now beg leave to inform my 

readers of Mr, Dormer's s "motions 
Aren he left Roſe- Place: he quitted that 
hoſpitable manſion, which had to him 
been ſo happy an Aſylum, full of high 
notions concerning love and honour, 
but not without reproaches of conſci- 
ence when refleQions upon gratitude 
and friendſhip came acroſs his mind. 
He could not help frequently correQ- 
ing hitnlelf, as he rode along, for hav- 
ing, with the ſecrecy and precipitation 
of a man who was aſhamed” of his 


conduR, and who dreaded” 'A ſcrutiny 


B 6 into 
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into it, retreated Bos his liberal page: 
factor, with ſo ſtrong a proof of his 
liberality in his pocket. The ſtings of . 
compunction gave many interruptions 


. 


.muly, 


«4 Ka 


to the raptures of imagination, but thoſe 
ſlings grew leſs and leſs painful as he 


approximated to the grounds belonging 
to Mr. Bamſted, 'and when he beheld. 
the walls which contained all that his 
ſoul doated on in this world, no pains 
e lore diſturbed his breaſt. 


After he had for ſome time gazed ar- 


dently on thoſe walls, as if he could 
have devoured them with his eyes, 
and wiſhed himſelf endued with the 
power of inviſibility that he might ex- 
plore, unſeen, the interior part of Mr. 


Bamſted's habitation, he reconnoitred 


the humble dwellings/in the, .neighbour- 
hood in order, to procure a temporary 
lodging, and in hopes alſo of procuring 


intelligence er the Bamſted-fa- 


— 0 


— 


: 
0 
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While he was engaged in the recon- 
noitring way, a very neat little cottage 
F drew his attention ſo forcibly, that he 

ö felt an inſtantaneous deſire to become | 
d an inhabitant of it: a comely, tidy wo- 
man ſtood at the door, which had a 
porch before it, and by the whole of 
her rural appearance, without the leaſt 
ruſticity about her, UAE deſire was in- 
creaſed. 

Upon his aſking her if he could PRs 
an apartment for a few days, he re- 
ceived an affirmative anſwer, but was 
alſo told, with an amiable ſimplicity, 
that the untenanted room was "Hot fit 
for a gentleman of his figure. | 

Dormer was not an Adonis, bat hs 
was a very agreeable young fellow ; he 
- dreſſed genteely, without following cloſe- 
ry bh every fantaſtic variation of the faſhion, 
ms and had the air of a man in the firſt 
fa- form of high- breeding. It was this na- 
+ tural air which ſtruck Mrs, Woodly, . 
Ale. BS | ET for 
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for his dreſs was plain throughout. 


pretty that I long to be lodged in it. 


his horſe's bridle into the hands of af 
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Baucis, and was ſo much pleaſed with 
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Any room, my good dame, ſaid he, * 
do for my purpoſe: your cottage is ſo 


Thus having ſaid, he £11 ohne? | | 
without waiting for a reply, and putting | 


boy who accoſted him with a ruſtic bow, 
and ſeemed to belong to the adjoin- 
ing farm, he bade Mrs. W oodly con- 
duct him to the vacant room. 

Dormer followed his venerable con- 
ductreſs, who locked like an honeſt 


with his new lodgment. that he took 
poſſeſſion of it immediately, and order 
ed her to ſet before him what refreſh 
ment her houſe aria an faſtedlf 

* than uſual. PC 
Mrs. Woodly, 1 with "the. ap- 
e and behaviour of bo new 
lodger, went directly to Mrs. Morton 
and, in the fullneſs. of her heart, launch 
el 


A. 


E 
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ul. ed out in His praiſe. Well, to be ſure, 
55 ſaid ſhe, he is a clever gentleman, that's 
10 what he is; but I don't know what in 
ö "1 the earth to do for ſomething fit for 
ed, 


him to eat; for to be ſure he has not 
been uſed to my coarle fare. | 
I ſaw. him diſmount, ſaid Mrs. Mor- 
ton ; he ſeemed to be a pretty gentle- | 
man, and I give you joy , upon the oc- 
caſion: as to proviſion for him, pray 
don't make yourſelf uneaſy about that, 
for the preſent which I received juſt 
before his arrival from Mr. Bamſted is 
quite at his ſervice. | 5s 
Mrs. Woodly, having returned a thou- 
ſand thanks to Mrs. Morton for her 
oft friendly and ſeaſonable offer, made 
aſte to avail herſelf of it, and in a 
nort time accommodated Mr. Dormer 
ith ſuch refreſkmerit as he had been 
: 1 to at Roſe-Place, but which 
> did not expect to find at the little 
enement in which he had taken up his 
quarters, 


ting 
of a} 
N. 
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quarters. His good landlady, in order 
to recommend the diſh to his palate, 
told him that it came from Squire Bam- 


ſted's, and, by giving him that informa- 


tion, made him far more eager to en- 
quire after the family at Crab-Hall, 
than to ſilence the calls of appetite. 
Ah! ſir, continued ſhe, they are in a 
wo- condition at the Hall, for poor Mis 
is counted to be at death's door. 

How! cried Dormer, n at the 
intelligence which almoſt froze his young 
blood, Miſs Bamſted at the et of 
death? 

As ſine a young n Git, as ever 
came into the world, Heaven bleſs her, 
but to be {ure ſhe has met with ill uſage. 
The ſquire has not behaved like a kind 
father: it is he who has done all this 


miſchief, but I believe that he wiſhes 


now he had not been ſo hard-hearted, 

for he is out of his wits, and ready to 

hang himſelf for what he has done, 
Dormer, 


* 


x 


his 


1er, 
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Dormer, though he could not poſſibly _ 


want a clue for the meaning of Mrs. 


Woodly's communications, being very 


_ defirous to hear more particulars re- 


lating to the dear idol of his ſoul, ſaid, 
with an air of the greateſt aſtoniſhment; 
What ! has Mr. Bamſted himſelf been | 
the cauſe of his daughter's dangerous 
fituation ? How could the father of ſuch 
a child think of reducing her to -_ de- 
plorable a condition? | | 
Mrs. Woodly ſhook her head, 455 
replied, Ah! fir, you don't know the 


ſquire, he is a ſtrange man: but if miſs 


ſhould by the bleſſing of God recover, 
I hope, as he takes on ſo much, that 
he will be ſorry for what is paſt, and 
not make her marry Squire Shipton. 

Marry Mr. Shipton? cried Dormer, 
with an impetuous tone, _ at the | 
hateful name. 


Do you know ns, en” ſaid ws 


I nas 
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J have heard enough of him, replied 
he angerly, I wiſh he was—in the * 
diſtant part of the globe. . 
- He 8a good ſort, of a gentleman. 10 
be ſure, ſaid Mrs. Woodly, but a great 


a &, 9 wma 


deal too. old for miſs, and as ſhe plainly , 
ſhewed, that ſhe could not abide him, sp 
by going away to Madam Haynes to n 
avoid the match, it was a barbarous 5 
5 ching in her father, when he brought ” 
her home, to perſiſt in forcing her to ir; 
take him for her huſband; eſpecially IM... 
as he knew that he might make * 15 

the happieſt woman in nature. 12 


As Mrs. Wooedly's converſation now 
began to grow very intereſting, Mr, 
Dormer urged her to proceed with re- 
doubled earneſtneſs and liftened to her 
with redoubled attention. $5.5 

In what manner, Mrs. Woodly ? ſaid 
he, eagerly you increaſe my. curioſity. 

By marrying her to Mr, Dormer, 
who lives yonder there at Sir Harry Bloſ- 

ſom's; 


O uy Q has + 
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ſom's ; a, young gentleman whe ſhe got 


: Wicquainted: with while ſhe was at Mas = 
dan Hayness. He, now, would be 
ö *; 


) onmcthing like a huſband for her: I have 
© Wheard ſo much about him that I ſhould 
be vaſtly proud to ſee him, and I will! 
, be bold to ſay, that if miſs had any ® 3 
o hopes of being his wife, ſhe would ſoon” 'Y 
Z get the better of all her ailments. 
Dormer, at the concluſion of the above 
ſpeech, felt a ſtrong inclination to diſ- 
cover himſelf to a perſon who ſeemed | 
to be ſo well acquainted with his cha- 
rafter, though he wondered by what 
cans ſhe became fo knowing about -Y 
him, and ſo much prepoſſeſſed in his 
avour; but vanity, a powerful paſſion 9 
rom which no human being is, perhaps, 
otally exempt, prompted him to re- 


id nain in his incognito-ſtate, and impelled ; 
„im alſo to aſt more minute queſtions 
er, oncerning the gentleman on whoſe ac- 

ol- ount Miſs Bamſted had been fo cruelly 

'S; treated. 
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treated. The anſwers which he received 
were very flattering to him as a man, 
and as a lover; and he began to extract 
no ſmall conſolation from the impreſ- 
ſion which his Almeria's dangerous ill 
neſs had made upon her father, hoping, 
from the ſigns of repentance which ap- 
peared in his behaviour, that the re- 
ſtoration of her health would occaſion 
=_—_ = happy revolution in his ſentiments, 
and coxvince him of the abſurdity, not 
to ſay unkindneſs, of his former con- 
duct. f | L e | 


J | 4 / 4 

. 3 
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ATISFIED that it was quite unne- 
ceſſary to delay the diſcovery of 
"himſelf any longer to Mrs. Woodly, 
who would not, he juſtly imagined, be 
lefs ready to do him any friendly offices 
; . 


- 
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in her power, after he had made it, 
Dormer freely told her that he was the 
lover of Miſs Bamſted, and the very 
perſon concerning whom ſhe had ſaid 10 
many handſome things. | 

Lifting up her eyes, and ia "I 
hands together, My ſtars !: ſaid ſhe, you 
don't ſay ſo ? What are you Mr. Dor- 
mer, who Miſs Bamſted is ſo mortally 
in love with? : 

I am indeed the perſon 1 18 che 
moſt ſincere regard for Miſs. Bamſted, 
and whoſe heart bleeds at this moment 
for the miſery which ſhe, endures for 
his ſake. gh | | 

Ay, ſweet creature, faid Mrs. wood - : 
by, ſhe ſuffers a deal for your ſake, true 
enough, but — Well, 1 proteſt, I can't 
take my eyes off of you God bleſs your 
good face ! Who ſhould think that you 
was Mr. Dormer, my dear young lady's ' 
lover ?— How odd things come about! 
Ab, fir, I wiſh I could tell, you better 


news 


Woodly's zeal in his behalf, than diſ. 
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the en of a y any ebe 
woman who lodges with me, and who 
is much reſpected by the family at the 
Hall, even by the ſquire himſelf, and 
that is ſaying much, we may contrive 
| gg let her know that you are ſo near 
Her, and by ſo doing, help to put her 
upon her legs again: ſuch news will be 
of more ſervice to her — all the apo- 
thecary s flops. 
Dormer was more pleaſed with Mrs. 


" poſed to believe that her 'good-naturec 
intentions could be executed with ſuc 
ceſs. He wiſhed, indeed, that Mrs 
Bamſted was acquainted with his retreat, 
becauſe he was affured of her friendſhip 
but he was fearful alſo, that if her huſ 
band found it out, his partiality for Mr 
Shipton would return with double fury 
and haſten Almeria out of a. world i 
which ſhe was not encouraged to exped 

an 


Mr. Mon rom and Miſs BAUS TED. 23 
any felicity. In anſwer, therefore, to 
Mrs. Woodly's laſt ſpeech, he told her 
that he thought himſelf very lucky in 
having ſtopped at her houſe, thanked 
her for her friendly offers, and aſſured 
her that ſhe ſnould not go unrewarded 
for her ſervices: but could not help 
adding with a ſigh, I am afraid that 
you will not be able to 


honeſt villager, interrupting him ; and, 

as for rewarding my ſervices, I would 
have you to know that I ſhall be re- 
warded enough if I can, by lending a 
helping hand, make you and Miſs Bam- 
ſted come together; for I do verily 
beheve that you would both be as happy 
as the days are long. And to ſhew you 
that I am not one of your flummery 
folks, I will "go directly to the gentle- 
woman and open my budget to her. 

She waited not for a reply, but quitted 
the room Juſt as ſhe had uttered the 
laſt 


Never be faint-hearted fir, bid the 


" 


W  Haft word, leaving Mr. Dormer charm- 

ac with the benevolence of her diſpo- 
fition, and the amiable ſimplicity of her 
manners, by which ſhe had appeared i in 

his. eyes | infinitely ſuperior to. thoſe 

__, Faſhionable females who have been, by 

”. a refined education, almoſt Mp” out 

ef their humanity. 

While he ſat ruminating near a PR 

dow, from which a rich and extenſive 
landſcape. preſented itſelf to his fight, 

the variegated beauties of the proſpect, 

conſiderably heightened by a brithant 
ſetting ſun, and the fragrance of the 

air around him ariſing from a neigh- 
bouring hay- field, tempted him to ſtrole 
about the Environs till the | ſplendid 
ſcenery was obſcured by the departure 

of the glorious orb to which if was in- 
-HeDig hoy" all Its ite. 8 1 
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in | 
Py 185 Woody, Faithbal.eo Fain | 
y miſe, and overflowing with be⸗ 


nevolence, went immediately. to Mrs, 
Morton, whom the found very intent 
upon a book in her own apartment, 
Oh! madam, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as the 
ad entered the room, with a-! counte= 
nance uncommonly chearful, WhO do 
you think the gentleman. is who i a 


ant 
he o lodge with me?? 
h- Mrs. Morton, taking her eps from her ; 


book, looked an anſwer. - _ 
Nay, continued Mrs. Woch zoo 
ay. well be puzzled, for .I am ſure I 
ever was ſo ſurprized in my Wen nt 
adam, tis Mr. Dormer. | 
Mr. Dormer ? replied Mrs; Minter 


aying down her * with an aſtoniſh- 
d aſpect. 


Vol. II. 0 15 As 


1 


P. 


dam, ſaid: Mrs; Woodly h 


26 The HISTORY C8 


be © — 


As ſure as you fit in 


ing gentleman ; 1 don't wonder that Miſs 
Bamſted fell in love with him — But, 


however, that's neither here nor there: 
+: come about buſineſs now—Don't you 
think, \madam, that miſs would be glad 
to find he is at my houſe ?—Poor thing! 


I believe ſhe would be comforted by 
ſuch news, for it would make her cer- 
tain that he is as much in love with 
Her as ſhe is with him, for, to be ſure, 


he came into this neighbourhood on 
purpoſe to be near her.— She then re- 


peated what had paſſed between Mr. 
Dormer and herſelf, and concluded 
with ſaying, I hope you will hit upon 


ſome way to let Madam Bamſted know 
theſe here things, if you are afraid 


that miſs we goth not to be fold them 


yet. 


Mrs. Morton was very well inclined 
to —__— that Miſs Bamſted would 
| receive 


% 
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receive. conſolatifin. from the anxiety 
hich Mr. Dormer had diſcovered at 
her abſence, by taking an apartment in 


. he neighb@urhood ; but ſhe was alſo ap- 
* prehenſive that ſuch pleaſing intelli- 

. gence, unleſs ſhe had reaſon to hope | 
. or. her father's approval of their re- 


gard for each other, would only occa- 
ion diſquieting emotions in her tender 
boſom, and rather retard than accelerate 

er recovery. Mrs. Woodly's hint, #. 
owever, aha Mrs. Bamſted, being in 
er opinion of too much conſequence © 
o be flighted, ſhe told Fer that ſhe 
ould endeavour to have a private in- 
erview with her worthy friend before a 
he evening was over. 

Pray God bleſs you, madam, ſaid 26 
Voodly, for your goodneſs, and proſper 
our undertakings. on Miſs Bamſted's ac- 
an happy by telling him what a friend 
has got fo near him. | | 
5 Mrs. 


1ed 
ald 
ive 
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and wrapped herſelf up in her cloak, 
for ſhe was of a tender eonſtitution, and 
there was a chillineſs in the air, and 


| -parkung'for W IR LE his thy 


| e Mrs. Woodly went to Mr. Dor- 
felt, while ſhe-was walking to his room, | 


ſelf very comfortable, after ſhe had ex- 


charadteriſtie exclamations, by - ſaying, 


— 


Mrs. Morton chen ed on her ' hat 


proceeded: to Crab-Hall, leaving her 
valuable landlady to acquaint int Mr. Dor- 
mer with the meaſures which ſhe was 


8 ber vill 60 Nik; 


mer's room, in order to give him plea- 
ſure by communicating the reſult of it: 
In proportion to the delight which The 


was her diſappointment, when ſhe found 
him not there; but ſhe © ſoon made her- 


preſſed that diſappointment in a few 


Well, well, I ſhall ſee him in a little 
time, I ſuppoſe, for it grows latiſh. 


* 
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' RS. Morton, on lags: 1 at 
M Crab- Hall, was happy enough to 
hear that Mr. Bamſted had left the 
houſe about half an hour before ſhe 
made her, appearance at it: with Mrs. 
Bamſted, ſhe. therefore enjoyed what 
ſhe had, wiſhed for, a private interview, 
and related circumſtantially what Mrs. 
Woodly had imparted to her, but with- 
out her circumlocution, after having 
| ehquired in a particular manner into 


Miſs Bamſted's ſituation. | 
Your intelligence, madam, aid! Mrs. 
Zamſted, gives me both pleaſure and 
pain: pleaſure, becauſe Mr. Dormers 
behaviour diſcovers a ſtrong attachment 
o Almeria, and pain, becauſe I am 
; 158 that my poor girl, who frequently 
83 "* als. 


3 aſks me if 1 ever als about i can- 
not with ſafety be informed of the deep 
impreſſion which ſhe has made upon 
him, as her father, though he has ſhewn 
the moſt ſtriking marks of concern for 
her dangerous condition, has not once 
thought of removing the diſorder upon 
her ſpirits, by recalling the cruel words 
which firſt brought it on In which con- 
dition, nothing I doubt will be of any 
ſervice to her, but Mr. Bamſted's affur- 
ing her that ſhe ſhall not be forced 
into a marriage with Shipton. Doctor 
Arnold, who went away a few minutes 
before your arrival, is of the. ſame opi. 
nion. 
Mrs. Bamſted Men lamented, in very 
pathetic terms, the diſingenuous part 
' which ſhe had herſelf acted, in con 
certing the eſcape of Almeria to avoid 
the marriage which her father had prof 
jected for her, from a ſuppoſal that the 
: vous ſhe had taken to prevent the 
115 . ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice of her daughter to the man 5 
her abhorrence would render her ma- 
trimonial miſery inevitable. | 
Mrs. Morton, with the moſt lenient 
expreſſions, endeavoured to heal her 
friend's unquiet mind, and to adminiſter 
Snſolativn to her by convincing her 
that ſhe had cenſured her own conduct 
don with too much ſeverity: If I had been 
in your circumſtances, madam, ſaid ſhe, | 
I ſhould have acted in the ſame manner, 


and ſhould not have reproached my-= | 
ſelf for having exerted all my addreſſes 
to counterwork the deſigns of a tyran= 
ical father. But come, madam, con- 
inued ſhe, let us rather refle& upon 
he time preſent than encourage the 
evival of paſt ſcenes. You are of opi- 
ion, and not without ſome reaſon, that 
Miſs Bamſted cannot with ſafety be in - 
ormed of Mr. Dormer's nearneſs to her, 
and of his ſtrong attachment to her, 
rongly implied i in that nearnels : I am | 


F .C 4 far 


% * 
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: . from defiring you: to hazard duch 


to believe that if ſhe. Was ee 
Prepared for i it, and if it was conveyed 
to her gradually, with a delicacy of ad- 

_ dreſs, it might eaſe the load of tender 
grief which lies heavy on her heart 
What you urge, with regard to Mr. 
Bamſted's not having given her directly 
room to hope for the non- performance 
of the promiſes which he has made to 
Mr. Shipton, is plauſible but not conclu- 
ve enough, I think, to render the pro- 
poſed information improper: for while 
he diſcovers ſo much concern about 
her diſtreſsful condition, ſhe may ratio- 
nally form, and perhaps does form plea- 
ſing expeCtations, though you conſider 
her caſe as deſperate. Let us, therefore, 
madam, contrive to make Miſs Bamſted 
acquainted with this intelligence without 
affecting her too much in the commu 
nication of it. 


* 


While 


"4s 
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While they were conſulting each other 

how to proceed, a ſervant came from 
Miſs Bamſted, intreating her mother's 
company, who, on being told that ſhe 
had juſt ayjaked much refreſhed from a 
long ſlumber, went with the greateſt 

ſatisfaction, to her chamber, becauſe ſhe - 
E flagtered herſelf that ſhe ſhould have a 
good opportunity, with Mrs. Morton's 
friendly aſſiſtance, to let her kmow how 
powerfully ſhe had engaged the affec- 
tions of Mr. Dormer, by diſcloſing ta 

ber the news which ſhe had recaaved '® 
from Mrs. e, 8 , 


beenden 


CHAP. VII. 


ORMER, when he Te * 

| about half a mile from Hir new 
bitation, was drove by a haſty and 
want ſhower to the portico before an 
ö C 5 elegant 


* 
£3 
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elegant building at a little diſtance from 
him for ſhelter. He had not been there 
five minutes when one of the domeſtics 
opened the door and brought an invi- 
tation from his maſter to ler in till the 
er was over. 

Pleaſed with the civility of the mal 
ſage, Dormer followed the domeſtic into 
a parlour, in which he found two gen- 
tlemen fitting over a bowl of punch. 
One of them, who by his manner evi- 
 dently appeared to be the maſter of the 

| houſe, advanced towards him, and polite- 
ly defired him to take a glaſs that he 
might not take cold'in his wet cloaths : 
the other roſe from his ſeat on his en- 
trance, but. returned his bow with a 
ſtately movement of his body, and then 
a ee himfelf with a very RNs 


air. 
e when * had filled 1 gal. 


and aſked the gentleman Who had re- 
e en the * which it con- 


tained 


EY \ 
| * 
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fained to him, to whom he was indebted 
for ſo obliging an invitation, was io 
aſtoniſhed, when that gentleman replied, 
My name, fr, is Shipton, and fo . much 
more ſo, When he added, and this is 
my worthy neighbour Mr. Bamſted, 
that he could hardly articulate their 
TheMths, and carry the glaſs to his lips | 
with a ſteady hand : but, thunder-ſtruck | 
as he was, he determined immediately 
to keep himſelf concealed, in hopes of 
acquiring uſeful hints for the regulation 
of his future conduct. With this politi- 
cal view, he ſtudied to adapt his con- 
erſation to his company, and happily 
decame fo very agreeable, both to the 
ather of his miſtreſs and to his rival, 
That they ſeemed to be highly pleaſed 
with him. - 1 3 
Dormer, as it grew late began to "ray 
pprehenſive that his honeſt, landlady 
ould be alarmed about him, and wiſſi- 
d at the ſame time to out- ſtay Mr. 
C 6 Bamlſted, 


— — — — — 


— — 


. ant 
2 = * r 
bn — 22 — — = W PISS P 
—— gates 
— W — — 
2 7 - = _— _ — — 
U 


—_— ͤe—E 


- common liar, has 
Miſs Bamſted, for ſhe is really a fine 


Barafed, 5 that "a did not, to | barrow 


a phraſe from the card-table, fit upon 
velvet. But his curioſity got the. better 
of his apprehenſions, upon the depar- 
ture of Mr. Bamſted ſoon after he wiſh- 
ed for his abſence, and he reſolved to 
fift Mr. Shipton thoroughly concerning 
his Almeria. That gentleman, ſaid h. 
is, I have heard, very happy in A 
daughter ; Miſs Bamſted is, according 


to report, a beautiful young lady, and 


as accompliſhed i in her Manners as agree- 


able i in her perſon. 
Report then, ſaid Mr, Skipton, tho' 


ſpoken truth about 


girl, and deſerves an excellent huſba 
Come, fir, you have no Hellen I 


hope, to the dedication of | a bumper to 


her health. - 
Not the leaſt, fir — _ 
Why, fir, continued Mr. Shiptos; , 
you mull know that I have been long 
a 


3 
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an admirer of chat lady, and thoul 


pon wy been married to her by this time; | 
tter WWwith her father's entire approbation, had 
JALs ſhe not, from, a ſtrange prepoſſeſſion 45 


againſt me, conveyed herſelf to the 
houſe of a friend at the diſtance. of ſeve- 

al miles, in order to avoid an alliange 
which ſhe. abhorred; though at the 
hazard of diſinheritance. Her father | 
had addreſs. enough to decoy her from 
that friend's houſe yeſterday, when ſhe 
was not prepared for a vikt from him, 
and upon her re-arrival came to me, 

and by the manner of his behaviour 
made me believe that ſhe was returned. 
with ſentiments in my favour : in con- 
ſequence of which belief, I, at his earn». 

eſt requeſt to fix an early day for our 
uptials, pitched upon to-morrow ' for 
the celebration of them. 1 ſoon found, 
however, that I had been miſled by the 
ambiguity of his. expreſſions, and that 

his . was mn abate- 
ment 
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. Ii her averſion to me, for, epd 
his acquainting her with what had paſſed 
een us, fhe fell into fits, and has 
? Bow ever  fince in a dangerous fitua- 
tion: and as I found alſo that Miſs 
Bamſted's averſion to me was ſtrength- 
ened by her partiality for a gentlemanyj 
a Mr. Dormer, with whom ſhe became 
acquainted during her elopement, of 
have given up all the hopes which I 
had entertained of being happy with 
her. Nay, I have, ſtruck with the ac- 
count of her ſituation, which 1 received 
from her father's lips not long before 
you'came in, prevailed on him to c 
paſſionate her ſufferings and to conſent 
to unite her to the man of her inch- 
nation, if upon enquiry into his cha- 
xaQter and fortune he ſhould not be un- 
worthy of being allied to his family. 
He is gone home refolved to aſſure her 
that he will not compell her to take 
me for her huſband, and to inform her 
ITY at 
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at the ſame time that he will wit 8 
poſe her inclination for Mr. Dormer | 
if his enquiries about him turn out 
ſatisfactory. I have not the pleaſure of 
being acquainted with Mr. Dormer, but 
1 have been told that he is an agreea- 
ble, accompliſhed, and deſerving gentle- 
W min : if he comes up to the character 
which I have heard of him, he will 
indeed be worthy of Miſs Bamſted, and 
I ſhall very readily uſe my beſt endea- 
vours to promote their mutual happi- 
neſs, contenting myſelf with being looked 
upon, as a friend by her who cannot 
xt e thoughts of any con jugal con- 
nections with me. You ſmile, fir, as 
if, you thought that F have 156 acted 
like a / paſſionate lover upon this occa- 
ſion, but I do poſitively declare that 1 
have too great a regard for Miſs Bam- 
ſted to marry her againſt her will. 
I ſmile not at your behaviour, ſir, . 
upon | this" occaſion, replied Dormer, , 
SS 1 ; which 


which: has 200 3 noble, gene- 
xous, and heroic ; I only ſmile to think 
how much, you will be WEIS to find 
chat your rival #hefore! yu. 


and depend upon my friendſhip t 


hardly be leſs inclined to myſelf 


Which has paſſed between us. 


and the uncertainty he was in concern- 


— 
5 89 
ew 
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— 
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Are you then the Mr. ii for 
who Miſs Bamſted is in ſo dangerous 
a, condition ?—Give me your hand, ip, 


the completion of your; felicity. I have 
ſpoken warmly in your behalf already 
without perſonally knowing you; 1 ſhall 


ſerviceable to you, aftex the converſation 


Dormer, tranſported with the , 
neſs, as well as friendlineſs of Mr. Ship- 
ton's carriage to him, gave him a faith- 
ful account of the progreſs of love in 
his boſom, during Miſs Bamſted's ſhort 
ſtay at Mrs. Haynes's, the ſhock which 
he received at her ſudden departure, 
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ing her ſentiments in his favour, till he 
| Was 
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was acquainted with her melancholy 
ſituation by Mrs. Woodly. The ſums 
mer-houſe ſurvey. was not forgotten, nor 
were thoſe . : 9 at  Roſe-Place 
prove "is ardor as Bi lover, or. to 
ſtrengthen the good opinion which Mr. 
Shipton had entertained of him as a 
man. He dwelt with particular ſatiſ- 
faction on the happineſs which he en- 
joyed in the friendſhip of the Bloſſom- 
family, not in an oſtentatious manner, 
but yet not without ſome propenſity to 
increaſe his conſequence: and conchuds 
ed with ſaying, 1 I will not treſpaſs longer 
on your patience, fir: it is late, and 
you will not be ſorry to retire to reſt: 
I am extremely obliged to you for alt 
your civilities and friendly alfurances, 
and, whether my withes are crowned 
with ſucceſs or not, ſhall with the 
ancereſt gratitude remember them. 
Mr. 
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Ve: Shipton being thanked Mr. 

. Dürer for the confidence which he 
had repoſed in him, and re aſſured him 

that he ſhould en himſelf in Bis 

affairs with more warmth than ever, 

they wiſhed each other with equal cor- 
_ a good evening.” Fe 0 


eee 
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ORMER had not walked a quarter 
| of a mile before his attention 

arreſted y the fight of Mr. B Bamſted 
lying motionleſs at the foot of a tree. 
He had all the appearance of a dead 
man at a diſtance, and the ſigns of life 
were very. faint npon a cloſe exami- 
nation of his features. Unattended as 
he was, Dormer knew not immediately 
how, to act upon the occaſion, which 
would not, he was ſenſible, admit of 
| any 


24 
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any delay. To rerflove him without 15 
aſſiſtance was not in his power, and 
to ſee him languiſhing in a ſtate be- 
tween life and death was a ſevere ſhock 
to his humanity. Awhile he ſtood ſuſ- 
| pended in thought, unable to determine 
whether his returning to. Mr. Shipton's, | 
or his proceeding to Crab. Hall, would 
be the moſt eligible ſtep. Recollecting, 
however, at laſt, that the latter place 
was rather nearer to the fpot on which 
he deliberated, than the former, he made 
all poſſible haſte to Mr. Bamſted's habi- 
tation, and informed the ſervant who 
appeared ok his maſter 8 misfortune, 
deſiring him at the ſame time, either 
to follow him directly or to diſpatch 
one of his fellow-fervants with the ut- 
moſt expedition, after he had deſcribed 
the place where he lay with fo much 
minuteneſs that it could not be miſſed. 
Mrs. Bamſted, who had expected her 
buſband's return, atleaſt an hour be- 


fore, 
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ie 15 who began to fear . 4 
had met with an accident, oper ned che 
Parlour: door in Ay g reaf. hpny at the 
noiſe which Dor mer made. at the _. gate, 
not thinking, in che flutter of his ſpirits, 
that his Almeria might, perhaps be 
| alarmed by it. Having heard the con- 
chuſion of the intelligence communicated 
to the ſervant, ſhe, advanced full. of 
terror in order to make a ſtrict en- 
quiry into it, but che intelligencer v 
gone. She then diſpatched two. 150 
after him and bade them fly to their 
maſter 8 relief. They were yery ready 
to obey her commands, ſoory overtook 
Mr. Dorer, and ſoon afterwards, with 
him, found their maſter not in a con- 
dition to riſe from the ground. As. the 
moon ſhone without any interruption 
to its ſplendor, they could . plainly per- 
a ceive by his countenance that he was 
hardly ; in the poſſeſſion of his intellects, 
* he flared at them with, fixed. 15 
ut 
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but made not the II tefl aufer to 3 
their repeated queſtions concerning Jap, 
health and his feelings. 5 

Dormer, having aſſiſted the ſervants. 
to ſupport Mr. Bamſted with their 
ſhoulders, walked before them towards 1 
the Hall, deeply ruminating on the ad- . 
ventures of the night. 

When he returned he pa Mrs. 
Bamſted at the houſe-door, to which 
anxiety had. raoted her from the time 
of his departure. 

Don't be too much terrified, FEY 
ſaid he to her, Mr. Bamſted will, I 
hope, ſoon recover from his indiſpo- | 
ſition : he is much better than he Was. 
when I delivered my e in- 
formation. : | 
Rh was very 1 fir, replied 


er- ſhe, that he was diſcovered by A gen- 
vas tleman ſo humane, and ſo conſiderate. 
Is, She could ſay no more, for the ſervants - 


had now entered the houſe ; Dormer 
| bad 
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them, in order to leſſen 
the ſuppoſed agitation, of Mrs, Batn- 
ſled's mind on the appearance of her 
| buſband, in circumſtances ſo humiliats 
| ing to human nature, and as ſoon as 


he had committed him to her care, and 
to that of Her attendants, he took his 


leave, wiſhing to hear a favourable ac- 


count of him i in che morning. 
* ; 


CHAP. IX. 


HEN Beer toi at the 
Y . cottage from whence he had 
ſtrolled, little imagining that he ſhould 
have been ſo long abſent from it, his 
worthy. landlady locked out of an up- 
per window upon his knocking at the 
outward door, and ſeeing who was 
there, cried out, God bleſs you, fir, 1 


will 
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ill be with you in a inute: 1. have 
deen in a peck of trou les about vou. 
After the delivery of thoſe few words, 
a hearty tone, ſhe cloſed the caſe- 
nent, and was not much longer chan 
minute in getting to the gate. a She 
ved him with a ſecond bleſſing, and 
* im that ſhe had been frightened 
ut of her wits for fear he bad met 
ith ſome terrible affair. | 
Dormer, admiring | the honeſt 925 
ity of the woman, and making all due 
llowances for her phraſeology, return- 
her many thanks for expreſſing ſo 
uch concern for his welfare; but made 
r ſtare by telling her that her houſe 
ad been lucky to him. | You ſeem to 
> {urprized, Mrs. Woodly, continued 
but Iwill ſoon convince you that 
Live laid nothing but the truth. 7 
He then walked into the houſe, and 
was rs. Woodly replied, while ſhe follow- 
| his footſteps, Ah! good fir, I dare 
wall „ i 95 to 
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to ſay I ſhall 
of your mouth. 
© Dormer, before he aſcended to his 
doyn apartment, performed his promiſe 
by relating to Mrs. Woodly what had 
| happened to him during his excurſion 
from her cottage, making no corneal. 
ments from her, becauſe he conſidered 
her, and very juſtly, as a friend who 
might be as ſerviceable to him, as ſh: ; 
appeared willing to be ſo. She. lifted 
up her hangs and eyes at the concluJ 
fion of his narrative, and ſaid, Well, to 
be ſure. as 1 am a chriſtian, my houſ 
has been lucky to you. though you, hav 
not had one dream in it, and I hopt 
that it never will be otherwiſe. Lack 
a-day! how odd things come about 
Who would have thought of you 
bringing home ſuch news! I am vaſt] 
glad to hear it, and Madam Mortar 
will be as glad as I, 
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Morton? ſaid Dornder, repeating be 
Word with a ſteady voice. Ay, ſir, ſo 
| e lady who lodges above ſtairs calls 


erſelf: ſhe is as worthy a woman I 


read, and I am ſure ſhe has taken a 
eal of pains on your account. 

Mrs. Woodly then narrated + what 
rs. Morton had told her, when ſhe 
turned from her viſit to Mrs. Bam- 
ed, Which gave him a great deal of 
leaſure, becauſe he found Mat Almeria 
ad been acquainted with his motions, 
ad that ſhe had received no ſmall 
tisfaction from the intelligence con- 
erning him: it gave him the more 
tisfaction, becauſe he had reaſon to 
atter himſelf that her father, whom 
> recovered from his benumbing diſ- 
rder, would greatly contribute to the 
ſtoration of her health, and the hap- 
neſs of her mind, by acting agreeably 
lorto his declared reſolution to Mr. Ship- 
| Tor TL . D 


you 
vaſtly 
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ton. Before he xetired to his apartment, 
however, he. could not refrain from 
making enquiries about Mrs. Morton, 
and Mrs. Woodly told him all that ſhe 
knew relating to her, but ſhe could only 
tell him that ſhe came to her houſe in 


the utmoſt diſtreſs, that ſhe was relieved - 


by Mrs, Bamſted with the utmoſt gene- 
roſity, and that ſhe appeared, both by 
her manners and converſation, to have 
ſeen better days. 5 
Mrs. Woodly having obſerved a a par- 
ticular attention in Dormer's counte- 
nance while ſhe gave him the above 
information, and heard a deep ſigh 
when ſhe concluded it, could not help 
ſaying, Mayhap, ſir, you may not be 
a ſtranger to the lady, for I proteſt 
I think there is a likeneſs between you. 

I once, indeed, knew a lady of that 
name, replied Dormer, and ſhe was 
the beſt friend I had in the world, but 
Lam afraid to hope that your worthy 
| lodger 


1 


— 


Mr. Mon row and A455 BAMSTED» 51 
lodger is the perſon whom 1 ſo much 
wiſh to behold. He then, not chuſing 

to lep Mrs. Woodly any longer from 
her evening's reſt, after having made her 
ſit up ſo late for him, and being deſi- 
rous alſo of indulging himſelf with the 
private enjoyment of his own reflec- 


tions, left her to recruit her ſpirits for 
the buſineſs of the morning. 


r- 

e- 

VE CH A . X. 

gh : FATS Oaks 1 
Ip ORMER, after a reſtleſs night, 
be ' waked with an ardent deſire to 
eſt ſee the lady between whom and him- 
Fl {elf Mrs. Woodly had diſcovered ſome 
hat ſimilitude of features. He did not re- 
3 main a great while without the gratifi- 
but cation of that deſire, for Mrs. Woodly, 
thy when ſhe came to aſk him what he 
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would have fo breakfaſt, informed 1 
that Mrs. Morton, from what ſhe had 
mentioned to her, was very defifous to 
ſee him, though ſhe was not acquainted 
with any gentleman of his name. 
Mrs. Morton's curioſity as a woman 
was much excited by the deſcription of 
Dormer's perſon, which ſhe had but 
ſlightly ſeen, and ſtill more fo as a 
mother who pleaſed herſelf with think- 
ing, from that deſcription, that her 
long-loſt ſon might be, by the goodnel; 
of Providence, reſtored to her fond arms, 
She was almoſt afraid, indeed, to en- 
courage ſuch gladdening ideas, but ſome- 
thing impelled her with an irreſiſtible 
force to enjoy, by anticipation, the trank 
ports which they inſpired. 
Dormer, after having ordered hi 

- breakfaſt, ſent Mrs. Woodly to Mr 
Morton to let her know that he would 
do himſelf the pleaſure of waiting on 


her when ſhe was moſt at leiſure to 
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be viſited, and in a few minutes re- 
ceived an invitation to take his tea 
with her. Full of ſenſations which he 
had never felt before ; alternately ele- 
vated by thoſe, and dreading diſappoint- 
ment, he repaired immediately to the 
room in which Mrs. Morton, with feel- 
ings equally tumultuous, waited his ap- 
proach. | 

When he entered the room he was 
damped, for he diſcovered not_ the 
fainteſt trait of his mother, whom he 
wiſhed to recognize, in the face of Mrs. 
Morton: but ſhe felt in a different man- 
ner, for ſhe, in his features, ſaw her 
ſon painted in colours too ſtrong, too 
ively to be miſtaken : ſhe was ſhocked, 
however, at his not recollecting her, 
not imagining that ſeven years could 
have made ſo great an alteration in 
1 her perſon : but ſhe had ſuffered fo 

much in body, .mind, and fortune, 
during thoſe years, that there was really | 

| * * 


FI we —- 


Q © as = 
CLONES OY? e N 


O f 
1 — 2 


. r INT I, 
. WR en > 2 8 a 


. e A 


"the HISTORY 


| Wo extraordinary in his not know= | 5 


ing her. 

Thus diſappointed, he only ce , 
to her, and, with an addreſs politely 
reſpectful, told her how much he was 
_ obliged to her for the honour ſhe had 
done him by her genteel invitation. 

His voice, his mien, his every motion 


_ ſerved to increaſe the pleaſing pains 


which his looks had raifed in his mo- 
- ther's-agitated boſom. Unable, thagugh 
exceſs of joy, to articulate. a ſyllable, 
' the, inſtead of making any reply to the 
ſpeech which he had directed to her, 
ſtood collected, (for ſhe had riſen from 
the chair at his entrance as a ſtranger) 
for ſome time ſurveying him from head 
to foot with an eager aſpect; at laſt, 
ſhe burſt into a flood of tears, and fink- 
ing into her ſeat cried, Gracious Heaven? 
"tis he, tis-he. f a 
Dormer ſtarted at fo unexpected an 
exclamation, and, when he had offered 
up 
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ap his'moſt devout acknowledgments to 


the fupreme difpoſer of all events for 
fo Happy a difcovery, threw himſelf 
upon his knees before his mother, preſſ- 


ed one of her hands to his lips, and, as 


foon as the ſudden ſwell of rapture in 
His filial - breaſt would give him leave 
to ſpeak to her, ſaid, Oh ! madam, what 
amazing felicity is this! Are you then 


the dear, the truly-amiable parent, con- | be): 


eerning whom I have, in ſo many dif- 
ferent places, made fruitlefs enquiries ? 
Yes, yes, you are, and I cannot, in ade- 


quate expreffions, pour out the gratitude 
of my foul to Providence for bleſſing 
me with this ecſtatic interview. Where - 


have you been, madatn, for ſo many 
years ? and what have you ſuffered ? for, 
according to Mrs. Woodly's imperfe& 
account, you arrived here in diſtreſsful 
circumſtances. 
Much have I ſuffered, indeed! my 
dear ſon, replied Mrs: Morton wiping: 
| 5 * o, her 
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and what changes of fortune you have 


her ſtreaming eyes, ſince I was deprived 
_ of you, 1n yarious ſhapes, and though 1 
have met with the moſt valuable friend 
in Mrs. Bamſted, frequent have been 


any. ſighs, numberleſs have been my 


tears, for want of your comforting pre- 
ſence - But now my ſorrows are at an 
end, and I feel my breaſt glow with 


gratitude to Heaven for having heard 
my humble but fervent prayers. Here 


all the tender mother again took poſſeſ- 


fon of her eyes, and ſhe wept over 
his neck, able only to breathe inarticu- 
late murmurs of maternal affection. 


Touched with her ſoftening behaviour, 
he alſo found his utterance choaked. 
Rooted to the floor, he remained in 


his kneeling attitude, till ſhe, who had 
Jo moved, ſo melted him, recovering 
the powers of ſpeech, ſaid, Riſe, 1 y 
dear, dear ſon, and tell me thromeh 
what variety of ſcenes, you have paſſed, 


met 
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met with ſince the fatal night in which - 
you was ſnatched, by the hands of Jaw- 
leſs ruffians, from the protection of your 
parents: why you adopted a new name, 
and whence aroſe your happy ſituation 
in Sir Harry Bloſſom's famil 7. 
Morton, for ſo we ſhall call him during 
the remainder of this hiſtory, roſe at 
his mother's command, and, as ſoon 
as the tumult into which his ſpirits had 
been thrown by the intereſting diſco- 
very of the morning had ſubſided, an- 
ſwered all her importunately-uttered 
queries, by entering into a detail of the 


principal occurrences of his life while 


he lived in a ſtate of ſeparation from 
her, in the following manner. 

Soon after I had cloſed my eyes on ; 
that ever-to-be-remembered evening, the 
door of my chamber was burſt open 
with a violent noiſe, and I was fiercely 
ordered by two fellows who looked like 
the miniſters of deſtruction, with the 
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mot bitter threats of inftant death if 


I refuſed compliance, to inform them 
in what places the richeſt effects were 


| depoſited. There was no time allotted 


for reflection: they were formidably 
armed, and I fhould have been guilty 
of the greateſt raſtineſs if 1 had made 
the leaſt refiſtance : I, therefore, affured 
them, with humility ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion, that if they would give me leave 
to riſe, I would point out the places 


which they ſo mich wanted to ex- 
amine. Their ferocity was mollified 


by an anſwer ſo very ſatisfactory to 
them, and I, with their free permiſ- 


ion, prepared to put on my cloaths. 


While 1 was dreſſing myſelf, the 


ſcreams of Martha pierced my ears, 


and at the ſame time pierced my heart: 
1 ſhook with fear: I ſhuddered with 
horror; imagining that ſhe had, by op- 


poſing the brutal attacks of another 
pariy of the ſame complexion with 


- thoſe 
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thoſe by whom I was attended, inſti- ; 
os them to the moſt inhuman treat- 
ent. One of my barbarous attendants, 
eng me appalled and full of confu- 
fion faid, with an infernal grin upon 
his countenance, ' Come, come, young 
gentleman, mind what you are about: 
your maid will not be the worſe for the | 
nfage ſhe meets with from ſome of 
my friends above; I'll anſwer for their 
behaving like men of honour to her; 
A ſecond ſcream, louder than the 
firſt, iffued from the room over my 
head, and I then coneluded that the 
poor girl was not only in the hands of 
raviſhers, but of murderers alſo They 
are killing her cried I, with an acute 
elevation of my voice No, no, replied 
the other miſcreant —- we never deal in 
blood when we can poſſibly get what 
we want without it: we are no cut- 
throats If we had intended to murder 
| 5 the 
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| the wench you would not have heard 
| - her pipes ſo ſhrill. 
I was filenced; and not EAR my 
out ſome apprehenſions, from the looks 
of them both, that if 1 did not proceed 
with expedition, my - motions would be 
-quickened in a very undeſirable way, I 
haſtened to acquaint them with the 
places which contained the moſt valua- 
ble effects, and they flew with rapidity 
to ranſack the boxes, cheſts, and draw- 
ers pointed out to their notice. - 
Think, madam, what a "HITS 1 
was in to be a tame ſpeRator of the 
pillage before my eyes, and to ſee thoſe 
things which were particularly eſteemed 
by you, becauſe they had been long in 
your poſſeſſion, torn from their conceal- 
ments. In ſilent affliction I ſtood and 
ſaw the progreſs of the plunderers, not 
daring- to ſolicit for the exemption of 
even a ſnuff-box or a necklace from the 
general leizure. 
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While I ſtood by i in Gilence, my afflic- 
tion was increaſed by the ceſſation of 
thoſe ſcreams which had ſo much alarm- 
ed me: for I had then no doubts con- 
cerning the fate of Martha. They have 

certainly murdered her, {aid I to myſelf : 
her reſiſtance n them with re- 
venge. 

My conjeftures. were too. ſoon com- 
firmed, for at that inſtant two ill-fea- 
tured wretches, who ſeemed to be ac- 
cuſtomed to ſanguinary deeds, entered 
the room, dragging in the poor unfortu- 
nate creature with as much unconcern 
as if ſhe had been a beaſt. Here, ſaid 
the rougheſt of them, let us clap her 
into that ſack there, we can throw her 
into the Sea when we get to our ſhip. 
His advice met with no oppoſition, and 
ſhe was accordingly tied up A to be 
conveyed thither. 

The whole detachment of theſe daring 
villains, twelve in number, was well 

| mounted, 
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Mounted, and each man had a led horſe, 
Y fo' that they could with great eaſe carry 
off the beſt part of the nent and 
valuable effects. 

When they were all ey w Ur Ur 
with their baggage, they inſiſted upon 
my backing the horſe which was un- 
employed upon the occaſion, and at- 
tending them. We reached the ſhip in 
a few hours, and our embarkation was 
completed with a dexterity and diſpatch 
which amazed me. As ſoon as I was 
on board, they compelled me to be- 
come a member of their illegal ſociety, 
and to take a ſolemn oath, that I 
would never, fhould I ever be by any 
accident ſeparated from them, betray 
their ſecrets. The whole ſociety con- 
fiſted of thirty; all men of deſperate 
fortunes, fierce. in their manners, fear- 
leſs of danger, and provided with all 
proper neceſſaries for piratical proceed- 
ings at Sea, and for making depredations 
on ſhore. Obſerving 


— 


| Mr. Mon rom and Miſs BamsTzp. 63 
_ Obſerving, among the thirty deſpera- $f: 
does, when they were aſſembled toge.-. 
ther to initiate me into the myſteries ' 
of their corps, ſome men who had made 
their eſcape from the priſon at——, and 
whom I knew by their anſwering the 
printed deſcriptions of their perfons, ! 
deemed it highly prudent to change my 
name, {becauſe my father was uncom- | 
monly active againſt them, and was 
principally inſtrumental in delivering I 
them into the hands of juſtice) leſt 
they ſhould be prompted by revenge, 
whenhearingthenameof Morton, eitherto 
form plots againſt my life, or to render 
it inſupportable. I therefore called my- 
felf Dortner, and thought myſelf happy 
in not being detected in a falſity which 
was, I hoped, in my ſingular arena. 
ſtances, venial. 
As the leaſt expreſſion of diſlike to 
my new employment would certainly 
have irritated my unfeeling aſſociates 
| ' : 0G 
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to make it more irkſome and * 


able to me, I had nothing to do but 


to appear quite ſatisfied with my con- 
dition, though I ſecretly abhorred the 
villanous occupation in which I was 
engaged. Policy naturally pointed out 


to me what meaſures I was to take 
with them, and I was lucky enough, 
' by a clole attention to their different 


humours, to become, in a.ſhort time, a 


favourite with them all, I ſcemed de- 


firous to be concerned in every naval 


attack, and in every deſcent upon the 


coaſts by which we failed, My courage, 
my intrepidity were fuch powerful re- 
commendations that I was frequently 


| truſted with the management of an 


hazardous expedition. On all occaſions 


1 exerted my courage and abilities, and 
endeavoured to make my prudence 
and my. proweſs equally _ conſpicuous, 


though I often, very often was ſtruck 


with horror at the carnage to which I 


Way 
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vas acceſſary in the proſecution of a 


dangerous enterprize. In our naval 


attacks I was ever ready to. diſtinguiſh 
myſelf, but I was happier when a de- 
barkation was commanded, - becauſe at 
ſuch times I flattered myſelf that I might 
perhaps, by a ſucceſsful ſtratagem, quit 


a profeſſion againſt which humanity re- 


volted. 

The behaviour of my new compani- 
ons to me was friendly, and generous. 
I had a conſiderable ſhare in every ac- 
quiſition, and 1 grew rich by the pro- 
ſperity of wickedneſs. I grew rich, but 
the wealth which was acquired by ini- 
quitious actions I could not enjoy: I 


| was wretched whenever I reflected upon 


the manner in which I obtained it, 
and ardently wiſhed every moment to 
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break my connections with a crew 


whom I from my ſoul abhorred. 

I have faid that they were friendly _ 
and generous ; they. were ſo, but. ſome 

| reſtrictions, 
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rreſtrigions, to which 1 was forced to 
fubſcribe, gave me great diſquiet: among 
thoſe, the prohibition with regard to the 
exerciſe of my Pen, was ee rr 
ee b 
Notwithſtanding the FRO of their 
| indanfddes, However, I one day wrote 
| a letter to you, and another to my fa- 
| ther, and kept them in my pocket in 
hopes of eluding their vigilance, and of 
finding an opportithity to forward them 
to you: but my intentions were fruf- 
trated by the information of an inferior 
perſon in the veſſel, who, being piqued 
at the applauſes which I received after 
a very deſperate engagement, watched 
my motions with a malicious affiduity, 
and having, by that alfiduity, feen me 
when I was, I thought, alone, fold up 
my diſpatches and ſecrete them, went 
direftly to our captain general and im- 
parted to him the egen which. be 
Had difhonourably procured. 
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Summoned by the very perſon who 


was going to receive orders about the 
conduct of a new atchievement : but. 
how ſhall I deſcribe my ſurprize when 
he, darting a furious look at me, charged 


lips in order to make a reply, he turn- 


few words completely ſtunned me, hd 
my lips were ſealed, while the letters 
were ſnatched from my waiſt-coat pocket 


preſſed the ſatisfation of the ſearcher. 
The captain having received the let- 


me with confuſion, diſmiſſed my be- 
trayer, and immediately ſoftening at 
once his aſpe& and his voice, with the 


had betrayed me, to make my appear- 
ance before the captain, I followed 
with promptitude, only imagining that I 


me with having infringed my oath? 1 
was ſtupified; before I could open my = 


ed to his informant and cried with a ; 


ſtern voice, Search his pockets. Thole, 


with an alertneſs which ſufficiently ex- 


ters, the ſight of which overwhelmed 


he.” 
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mildeſt accents reprimanded me for the 
infraction of my oath. None of us, con- 
tinued he, hold a correſpondence with 
our relations or our acquaintance, that 
we may not be tempted to deſert the 
common cauſe which we have ſworn to 
make the ſole object of our attention. 
In order to adhere to each other with 
the greater firmneſs, we renounce all 
connections with the reſt of the world, 
whom we look upon in an hoſlile light, 


and whoever becomes a member of 
our ſociety muſt never violate the ſalu- 
tary laws which we have framed for 


our mutual intereſt. Little did I think, 
Dormer, added he, from the whole 
courſe of your behaviour ſince your 


incorporation with us, that you would 


have ſubjected yourſelf to a lecture of 
this kind, but as you have given more 


ſtriking proofs of valour and capacity 


than could rationally be expected from 
ſo inexperienced a | youth, and as you 


have 
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have performed exploits from which we 
have reaped large advantages, I will 
take care that theſe papers (ſtretching 
out his hand) ſhall not appear to Js : 

prejudice. 

At the conclufion of this ſpeech he 
tore my letters into a thouſand pieces, 
and threw them out of the cabin-window 
into the ſea. 

There was ſomething in the captain's 
manner of behaving to me which bor- 
dered upon the heroic : he did not break 
my letters open; he did not even read 
the fuderfcriptions of them, ſo that, after 
what he had ſaid, I had nothing to fear 
from an after-diſcovery, _ 

I thanked him for having corrected 
me with ſo much nes! for the 
deviation which I had made from the 
laws to which I had ſubſcribed, and. 
promiſed never to give him room to 
chaſtize me upon the ſame occaſion. 


I am 
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I. am ſatisfied, replied he: and you 
may be always ſure of my friendſhip 
as long as you deſerve it. The perſon 
who informed againſt you, being a ne- 
ceſſary man, muſt not be diſcouraged 
from giving information when he finds 
any of our corps acting in defiance of 
our laws: I ſhall therefore take an op- 
| Portunity to reward him for his vigi- 
lance, though he was, I knew, urged to 
communicate his intelligence to me 
from an envious diſpoſition. His-in- 
telligence, I own, ſurprized me, but 1 
determined immediately to have a pri- 
vate interview with you; and in order 
to prevent the ill conſequences which 
might ariſe from the peruſal of your 
letters by my aſlociates, demoliſhed 
them. ; 

Scarce had he finiſhed his reply when 
the repetition of a ſail, a ſail, by ſeveral 
hoarſe voices gave a new turn to his 
- countenance, The hopes of freſh plunder If 


animated 
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animated his features, - and all the n. 
ſparkled in his eyes. ; 

Where? where ? cried he, aid out 
of his cabbin. What ſize? how many 
guns? Theſe words were delivered with 
the utmoſt celerity of ſpeech, and he 
had the pleaſure of beholding an 
Engliſh merchant-man within half a | 
league of him, which by her appear- 
ance would prove an eaſy conqueſt and 
a rich capture. 


Every mariner was ready to do his 
duty with ſpirit. Our whole corps pre- 
pared with the greateſt alacrity to in- 
creaſe their naval conſequence, and long- 
ed, with an ardor which would have 
been in the higheſt degree commenda- 
ble, if they had been going to attack 
the enemies of their country, to ſeize 
the prize which followed their avarice. 

The maſter of the Jamaica-ſhip hap- 
pening to be a man of uncommon in- 
trepidity, waited for our approach in a 


poſture 
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' poſture of defence, and returned our 
firſt broad-fide with ſuch fury that our 
captain found he had no cowards to en- 
counter; but undiſmayed at the havock 
which it made, he cried out to his com- 
rades, Courage my brave boys: we have 
buſineſs upon our hands worth mind- 
ing; here is glory as * as gain to 

be got. | | 
Inflamed with this 8 but inſpiring 
ſpeech, the ſailors, who ſtood to their 
guns, applied their matches inſtantane- 
ouſly to them, and a tremendous diſ- 
charge followed, but it was not deciſive. 
A ſecond broad ſide from our adverſa- 
ries did too much execution among 
us, for ſeveral of our beſt hands were 
killed by it. Our captain, however, ſtill 
continued as little intimidated as he was 
before, and with well-timed encomi- 
ums on the bravery of thoſe who re- 
mained, ſpurred them to point . their 
thunder with redoubled activity. The 
| exploſion 
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| exploſion was dreadful, and the fignal 
of ſubmiſſion was ſoon hoiſted to our 
no ſmall ſatisfaction, having loſt more 
men than were ever deſtr6yed in two 
firings in any of our engagements. 
The Blooming Betſy was the name of 
the ſhip which ſtruck to us, ſhe . was 
bound to England, and was indeed a 
valuable acquiſition : we haſtened with 
her to a port which we were aſſured 
would give us a favourable reception, 
in order to diſpoſe of the cargo and 
divide the ſpoils. | 
Upon our arrival, in the cloſe of the 
fineſt evening I ever beheld, our captain 
ordered a ſumptuous entertainment to 
be prepared, and invited the principal 
captives to be partakers of it. | 
While the preparations for the enter- 
tainment were making, I, on a ſudden 
conceived a deſign to turn it not only 
to my own advantage but to the advan- 


tage of thoſe who had been unfortu- 
X 


nately 


— 
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nately diverted from their een 
voyage by falling in our way: I com- 
municated my ſcheme to the maſter of 
the veſſel which we had overpowered, 
and he was almoſt ern to devour me 
for having ſtarted it. I acquainted 
him with e ELD relating to my 
hiſtory ſufficient to convince him that 
I ſhould be extremely glad to be un- 
connected with a ſet of people whoſe 
principles I deteſted, and. with whom 1 
had been aſſociated very much againſt 
my will: and was happy to find that 
he formed no objections to the plan 
which I propoſed for my deſertion from 
them. 

It will be no difficult matter, {aid Ke 
with a vivacity in his look which ſtrongly 
diſcovered the joy of his heart, when 
theſe robbers have drank themſelves 
into a ſtate of ſtupefaction to leave 
them in that ſtate and to recover our 


liberties. I ſhall, with the greateſt plea- 
Lure, 
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ſure, give notice to. my friends of this 


project for their releaſement from cap- 
tivity, and inſtruct them in what manner 
to act ſo as to facilitate the execution of 
it. They will gladly unite with us upon 
ſo intereſting an occaſion, and J flatter 


| myſelf that our operations will be.crown= 


ed with ſucceſs. 

He then left me to inform his friends 
and paſſengers of the converſation which - 
had paſſed between us, and ſoon after- 
wards returned to tell me that they 
thought themſelves deeply indebted to 
me for a propolal ſo much in their fa- 
vour. I have given, added he, proper 
inſtructions to thoſe who have been in- 
vited by your captain to partake of his 
banquet, and they will, you may be 
aſſured, punctually obſerve them, as on 
the obſervance of them depends their 
reſtoration to freedom. 

Captain Martin, the maſter of the ü 
Jamaica-may , having. concerted the ne- 

Ms © ceſſary 
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ceſſary meaſures with his own people 
for the renewal of his voyage, applied 
himſelf with ſo much ſagacity, as well | 
28 aſſiduity, to ſome of our ableſt ſailors, 
that they readily agreed upon very ad- | 


vantageous terms to end their em- 


ployers. 


When matters were thus adjuſted, 
and when every perſon concerned in 
the plot glowed with an ardent defire 

to ſhake off the yoke of ſlavery, a flon- 
riſh with military muſic announced the 
moment devoted to feſtivity. 

The table was ſpread with plenty ; 

with profuſion ; and the richeſt rarities 

" which could be procured in that part 

of the world made their appearance. 

The entertainers were in high ſpirits, 

becauſe they were fluſhed with the 

| valuable booty which they had acquir- 


ed, and the entertained were not leſs 


diſpoſed to merriment, becauſe they 
were flattered — the Hopes of leaving 
them 
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them to lament the loſs of that booty in 
the agonies of diſappointment. 

When the bottles and the bowls had 
moved briſkly about, and made- no ſmall 
impreſſion on the intelle&s of the former, 
the latter, who had previouſly oiled 
their throats to prevent intoxication, 
gave the fignal to the attendants in their 
pay, who produced freſh bottles and 
ſreſh bowls, the contents of which ſoon - 
threw their ideas into the utmoſt . con- - 


ſulion, and in a ſhort time afterwards | 
ſealed up their eyes. 


When the thirty tyrants were dl. 
patched into the regions of oblivion, 
Martin {ſprung out of his chair, and 
looking at me with a vivid countenance, 
Now my dear. friend, ſaid he, now is 
the happy moment arrived for the 
completion.of our deſigns: let us ſeize 
it and be free. „ 
At the concluſion of the captain a 
brief and bold ſpeech, up roſe his 

= ES: friends 
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friends at once as if they had felt the 
electrical ſhock, and applauded his mo- 

tion. We accordingly followed our 
8 lively leader with the fincereſt ſatisfac- 
tion to his own ſhip, and were ſo for- 
tunate as to quit a port only favoura- 
ble to pyrates, in a few hours, Van cid 
perous gales. 

As I could not, without making a very 
unreaſonable requeſt, deſire Captain 
Martin to alter the courſe of his voyage, 
after it had been already retarded, and 
by ſo doing render himſelf liable to be 
called to an account for not fulfilling his 
articles, I ſaw our ſhip under ſail for 
England without repining, though 1 

wiſhed to be conveyed to the ifland 
from which I had been foreibly remov- 
ed, becauſe J pleaſed myſelf with think- 
ing that we might probably meet in 
our paſſage a veſſel bound thither, and 
that I might be accommodated in it. 
With thefe hopes I was charmed while 


we 


— 
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we ſkudded before the wind: the wea- 


ther was remarkably fine, and I enjoyed 
many hours of {ſweet ſpeculation, while 
reflected on paſt, and e future 


ſcenes. a 
For ten days the agreeable 8 
and my agreeable ſpeculations continued, 


but on the eleventh morning, after our 


eſcape from the ſhackles of ſervitude, the 
former was changed, and the latter were 


interrupted. A ſtorm aroſe, and an 


enemy appeared. As our ſhip was 
ſtrong- built, and had not performed 
many voyages, we rode through the 


tempeſt without receiving any conſide- 
rable damage from it, but as a French 


man of war was ready to ſwallow us 
up, when we had nothing to apprehend 
from the agitation of the ſea, we. could 


not feel in an eligible condition. To 


have Prepared for defence would have 


been ridiculous, ſo great was the diſpro- 


portion between us in every reſpect: 
E 4 our 
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| our captain, therefore, very juſtly thought 
that his ſtriking would be the moſt 


prudent ſtep he could take, and that 


it would be no impeachment of his 
courage, of which, indeed, he had 


given the moſt convincing proofs in his 
engagement with the pyrates. 8 
The French ſhip, we found, had been 


ſeparated from her companions, and 


was part of a little ſquadron deſtined 


to protect a ſettlement from a threaten- 


ed invaſion: we were, therefore, under 


a neceſſity of returning to our Ameri- 


can proſpects, and of giving up our 
European views, though we had more 
reaſon to be patient under our captivity 
than we had before, as the Commandant 
was a man of humanity, good- breeding, 


and good · nature. He ſent his ſecretary 


to intreat Captain Martin to honour him 
with his company, and, upon the cap- 


tain's having mentioned me in a par- 


ticular mauner, my company was alſo 
| _ defired 
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deſired ſoon afterwards with equal polite- 
neſs. On the day following, the re- 
mainder of the ſquadron joined us, and 
a briſk gale ſwelling our canvas, we 
proceeded with' a delightful velocity. 5 
After a pleaſant paſſage, during which 
nothing of importance occurred, we 
arrived at the place, decreed by the 
chance of war for our impriſonment : 
the inhabitants received their protecting 
countrymen with the loudeſt burſts of 
Joy, and, according to the genius of their 
nation, expreſſed that joy in the moſt 
groteſque manner: their natural vivacity 
was ſo much heightened upon the ex- 
hilerating occaſion, that their behaviour 
was, in the higheſt degree, fantaſtic. 
Here, I met with ſeveral of my 
fellow-Engliſhmen in the ſame ſitua- 
tion, but they diſſipated entirely the 
horrors of confinement, by aſſuring me 
that they were treated with as much 
indulgence as the nature of their con- 
E 5 dition 
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dition would admit of. I was doubly 


charmed with their aſſurances, becauſe I 


had been informed that the Engliſh, 
in durance there, groaned under the 
preſſure of their chains, and were treated 
with the greateſt rigour, not to ſay in- 


humanity. I was agreeably undeceived, 
and determined, from that hour, not 
to be too haſty in giving credit to re- 
ports againſt thoſe with whom we are in 
a ſtate of hoſtility; for the ſpreaders 


of ſuch reports are moſt commonly 
actuated oftily by national prejudices, 
and are too apt, while they are carried 
away by thoſe ee to loſe mane of 


truth. 


The W ei of e Wanke 


of—=——; concerning an invaſion, were 


ſoon after the arrival of the ſquadron 


ſent to their protection, removed by 


their receiving intelligence that the 


force which they dreaded had been 
levelled WO dos ſettlement, but 
they 
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they were at the ſame time -mortified 
with hearing that it had been ſucceſsfully 
levelled againſt it: they were grieved 
for the fate of their neighbours, little 
dreaming, while they ſaw half a dozen 
men of war parading before their eyes, 
that they were in more danger from 
the triumph of the conquerors, which 
they ſo pathetically deplored, by the 
acceſſion of ſtrength which they obtain- 
ed by their victorious arms. They kept 
themſelves, however, in a- poſture of 
defence, that they might not be taken 
by ſurprize, but they remained unmo- 
leſted, for the Engliſh admiral, ſatisfied 
with having ſufficiently alarmed them, 
ſteered his courſe to a diſtant colony. 
At the end of ſix months, I received 
ſome conſolation, by hearing that a 
ſhip from the iſland of ——was among 
the captures juſt brought in from a 
cruize. My conſolation could not, you- 
Ay imagine, madam, ariſe from the 
L 6 bumiliating 
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humiliating condition to which ſhe was 
reduced by falling i into. the hands of our 
enemies, but I was in hopes of learning 
news about you or my father. I com- 
municated my longings to the keeper 
of the priſon, who, having been himſelf 
once in my circumſtances, had feeling 
enough to pity them, and politely in- 
formed me that he would make firi& 
enquiries after the perſons whoſe names 
I delivered to him, without diſcovering 
that I was related to them, fearing that 
J might by ſo doing be treated in a dif- 
ferent manner, as my father had drawn 
the reſentment of the governor upon 
him by detecting him in ſome illiberal 
proceedings, and making him appear 
in a very diſhonourable light. 
f The keeper, having punctually per- 
formed his promiſe, returned with an 
anſwer which filled me with all the 
flutter of expectation, for he told me 
| that there was a lady * the priſo- 


ners 
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ners who was well acquainted with Mr, 
and. Mrs. Morton, a ang could give a 
particular account of them. I preſſed 
for an interview with the lady, and my 
deſire was complied with. 

Upon her entrance into the room, 
led in by the keeper, who with great 
civility hoped that I would excuſe him 
for inſiſting upon being preſent, as he 
could not poſſibly act otherwiſe without 
forfeiting his honour, which was, he 
ſaid, dearer to him than his life, I was 
very much ſurprized at the fight of Miſs 
Dalton, whom you viſited before you 
left England. 

Miſs Dalton ? cried Mrs. Morton, in- 
terrupting her ſon, with an embarraſſed 
countenance, and a faultering voice. 
Ves, madam, replied he, and ſhe ſtruck 
me with the agreeable toutenſemble of 
her appearance: (here Mrs. Morton 
fetched a deep ſigh) ſhe ſtarted and ſaid, 
Oh! Mr, Morton, how came you here? 

5 
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At the name of Morton 1 en 
colour, becauſe l was conſcious of hav- 
ing been guilty of deceit, though not 
with any ill deſign, and becauſe I was 
alſo afraid that the governor, who had 
a liſt of all the priſoners, would be 
doubly incenſed againſt me for my hy- 


pocriſy. Now diſconcerted by ſhame, 


now depreſſed by fear, I ſtood for ſome 

moments in mute confuſion. 8 
The keeper, while I remained in that 

diſtreſsful attitude, took out his pencil, 


and delivered a little note to one of 


his attendants, who flew to obey his 
orders with the ſtrongeſt marks of ſen- 
ſibility charactered in his face. Obſery- 
ing, however, as ſoon as I dared to raiſe 


my eyes from the floor, to which they 
had been rivetted, that Monſieur le 


Fevre ſurveyed me rather with com- 
paſſion than reſentment, I anticipated 
no diſagreeable conſequences from the 
diſcovery of the cada which I had 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed to conceal, but proceeded to 
gratify my curioſity, by aſking Miſs 
Dalton whether-ſhe could alleviate the 
pains of abſence from my parents, by 
— to me my good news about 

At the cloſe of my ſpeech, which ſhe | 
heard with the profoundeſt attention, 
ſhe ſhook her head, and cried, I wiſh 
fir that I could impart agreeable in- 
telligence to you concerning your pa- 
rents, but my tidings will, I doubt, 
tend more to increaſe your uneaſineſs 
about them, than to remove it. 

She informed me, when ſhe had re- 
lated the tranſactions which happened 
after your ſurprizing her with my father 
at Mrs. Davis's, that from the time of 
your departure from him, to which 
you was, ſhe freely confeſſed, driven by 
the moſt aggravating provocations, he 
lamented' the unkindneſs of his beha- 
viour to you, and grew every day more 
and 


£ 
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and more diſturbed in his mind, be- 
wailing allo the uncertainty concerning 
my fate in the bittereſt terms : that he 


wrote ſeveral letters to you, which, by 


her vigilance, were all intercepted, and 
that, after having waited near a twelve- 
month, wondering at your filence, he 


left the management of his office to his 


principal clerk, and embarked for Eng- 
land, without giving her notice of his 
intended voyage; only leaving a few. 
lines to let her know that he had broken 
off all connections with her, which was 
accompanied with a purſe that ſhe might 
not be immediately perplexed for a ſub- 
ſiſtence. 

Artful girl! ſaid Mrs. Morton, inter- 
rupting her ſon again but I feel ſome 
compaſſion for her when I reflect upon 
the winning attractions of her ſeducer; 
eſpecially, as ſhe had a child by him 
when I came away, Go on, however, 
my dear, 4 
| hr Miſs 
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Miſs Dalton, madam, continued he, 
then told me that the firſt peruſal of the 


lines which my father had written to 


her, made her almoſt mad with vexa- 
tion, but that. the ſecond melted her 
with ſorrow : that ſhe with redoubled 
grief regretted the loſs of her little boy, 
who died ſoon after your departure, as 
his death-was attended with a decreaſe 
of my father's affections, and as the 
ſhock which her conſtitution received 
from it left him no hopes of having a 
ſucceſſor by ber; that ſhe. fluctuated 
a great while in a ſtate of the moſt diſ- 
tracting incertitude, pulled different ways 
by different paſſions, and that ſhe reſoly- 
ed at laſt to embark for England, not 
doubting, but that my father was gone 
to urge a reconciliation with you whom 
he had ſo groſsly abuſed ; that, in conſe- 
quence of her reſolution, ſhe procured 
a paſſage on board a veſſel which only 
waited for a favourable wind ; that ſhe 

was 
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was in a few days under fail, but that 
a French man of war had ſtopped her 


progreſs before ſhe had been a week 


At fea. 


This, madam, 1s the ſubſtance a the 
intelligence which I received from Miſs 


| Dalton, and it certainly did not con- 
tribute to the diminution of the uneaſi- 
neſs which I felt before ſhe related it. 


J can-eably believe, my dear ſon, 
ſaid Mrs. Morton, that Miſs Dalton's 
intelligence did not prove ſatisfactory to 
you—but I long to hear the 1 (Oo of 


| your hiſtory. - $7 


When Miſs Dalton had finiſhed her 
narrative, madam, the attendant, whom 
Le Fevre had diſpatched with his note, 
returned, and whiſpered ſomething in 


his ear. Le Fevre then came ſmiling up 


to me, and told me that the governor 

defired to ſee me. | 
Starting at a meſſage for which 1 
was not in the leaſt prepared, I cried 
; with 
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with no ſmall emotion, The governor ? 
I have not the honour” to be known to 
him—but, - after a ſhort pauſe, recolleQ- 
ing myſelf, I added, I am en th to pay 
my reſpects to him. 

Le Fevre, then taking hold of Miſs 
Dalton's hand, eſcorted her with a pro- * 
fuſion of compliments to the ladies who 
were in the ſame predicament, and, 
having lodged them in appropriated | 
apartments, came back to-be ee 
ductor. 

As ſoon as I was introduced to the 
governor, he received me in a very 
obliging manner, and aſked me if I 
was the ſon of Mr. Morton at——,' in 
_ the iſland of ——: having returned an 
| affirmative anſwer, he advanced towards 
me, cordially embraced me, and aſſur- 
ed me that he thought himſelf very 
happy in having an opportunity to re- 
ſtore me to the arms of a man whom 
hs had ä uſed ill, by reſenting 

his 


* 
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his honeſt and patriotic behaviour, dur- 
ing the courſe of ſome commercial pro- 
ceedings between the two iſlands. I 
have frequently, added he, bluſhed. at 


the meanneſs, not to ſay want of in- 
tegrity in my conduct, and have as fre- 
| quently wiſhed to efface the bad im- 


preſſions which it has unqueſtionably 
made on his mind with regard to my 


moral character. It is not in my power 
to blot the tranſactions, in the manage- 
ment of which 1 appeared in ſo un- 


amiable a light, from his memory,” but 1 
very much hope that I ſhall, by diſtin- 
guſhing you his ſon with marks of my 
particular eſteem, induce him to alter 
his opinion concerning me, and make 


him, with the. charity of a chriſtian, 


forgive the injuries Warn he cannot 
forget. 


A becoming dignity of ſentiment 
ſhone in this ſpeech of · the governor's 


through all the flouriſh of words with” 


which 


— ” 
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which it was encumbered, and I could 
| not help being touched with his con- 
trition, With leſs pomp, but with a true 
ſenſe of his partiality in my favour, I 
thanked him in the moſt forcible ex. 
preſſions I could think of, for ſo flatter- 
ing a diſtinction, and intreated him to» 
. believe that I ſhould ever remember his 
civilities with the gratitude which they 
merited. | g | 
When I had poured forth my ac- 
knowledgments to him, which lighted 
up, I plainly ſaw, the ſmiles of ſatisfac- 
tion in his countenance, I acquainted 
him with as much of the intelligence 
which I received from Miſs Dalton as 
was ſufficient to convince him that he 
would not promote my happineſs by 
Facilitating my return to——, you and 
my father, the only friends I ever had 
in that quarter of the globe being in all 
probability, at a conſiderable diſtance 
rom. it, and begged him to furniſh me 
6k | with 


* 
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with a paſſport to England, where I 


ſhould have the beſt chance to hear of, P 

or to re-b@hold you. He very chear- , 
fully complied with my requeſt, and, as : 
«there was a ſloop on the point of ſail- h 

ing with diſpatches to France, he re- z 
. commended me to the care of the cap- 

N tain, who was under obligations to him, T 
and deſired him, by making a ſmall de- D 
viation from his track, to land me at a 
Liſbon. The addreſs of the governor 1 


in ſtarting ſo ingenious an expedient, 
in order to promote the fruition of my 
wiſhes, pleaſed me extremely, and I was 8 


doubly pleaſed by his having pitched : 
upon the place in which my worthy 
god-father reſided, becauſe I was ſure 

of being well received by him, and be- R 


cauſe he was, I knew, a man whoſe con- 
nections would enable him to convey 

me with the greateſt probable n to 
my native country. | 


When 
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When 1 had Eniſhed the neceſſary 
preparations for my new voyage, I took 
leave of Miſs Dalton, who&wiſhed me 
all imaginable happineſs, but could not 
help exclaiming with acrimony n 
my father's behaviour to herr. 

In my laſt interview with the govers | 
nor, he affected me ſo much, by his 
noble and friendly deportment, - that 4 
was melted to tears. He earneſtly con- 
jured me, with moiſtened eyes, to in- 
form my father how ſeverely he had 
reproached himſelf for his paſt tranſ- 
greſſions, and gave me a valuable ring 
tor him, with an adapted motto, as a 
mark of his friendſhip, and as a proof 


of his repentance, 


— 


Loaded with preſents from my power- 
ful protector and benefactor, the ſloop 
was in a few days under ſail, and ſoon. 
after we had quitted the harbour of—, 
its buildings and its inhabitants were 
inviſible 3 
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; Svifile : with ſo much friftncſs did we 
fly before the wind. 

5 latteredd with the hopes of 6 in a 
fair way to viſit the ſcenes in which 1 
Paed the moſt joyous moments of my 
life, furrounded with indulgent relations, 

who ſtudied with the moſt unwearied 
diligence to find diverſion for me, and 

| not a little animated by the velocity 
| with which we were carried on, I felt 
myſelf in high ſpirits, which were rather 

| increaſed than diminiſhed by the lively 

| and entertaining prattle of a brother- 

| paſſenger, a merchant .of Breſt, who, 

| | with good natural parts, had great know- 
| ledge of the world : the 8 5 too, 
| 

| 


a 


rom 
1 
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himſelf, not being a man merely verſed 
in tar and ſea- weed, proved an excellent 


= RE .. Ms . ge 


companion, ſo that I was quite contented 
with my ſituation. ü 
When we had been near ſix weeks 
at ſea, the captain came to me one morn- p 
ing and told me that he hoped I would 
= | excuſe 


excuſe; bn not en complies 
with the governor of mc requeſt, by 
landing me at Liſbon, as he fas afraid 
of being diſmiſſed from the ſervice, 
if the king's meſſenger on board, on 
being examined concerning the want 
of expedition in the floop, ſhould at- 
tribute it to his complaiſance ' to an 
Engliſh paſſenger. ' We are now, con- 
tinued he, within a league of Breſt, 
where you will meet with an hoſpitable 
reception from an amiable aunt of 
mine, who lives in a very reſpectable 
manner with two daughters, and will 
be moſt cordially entertained by them 
on my account. . 
I was, you may imagine, madam, 
ſtartled at this unexpected apology of 
the captain's for his conduct, but as 
the reaſon he gave for not having con- 
veyed me to Liſbon was, I thought, a 
plauſible one, and as he ſeemed defirous 
to make me amends for my diſappoint- 
Vol. II. F 


ment, 


1— 


»” 


„ The „187 ro 


ment, by- rendering my ede in 


; France agreeable, Ttold him that, tho 


1 ſhould Me been better pleaſed with 
the performance of his promiſe to the 


_ governor of ., 1 was not ſorry that 
he had conſulted his intereſt, by pay- 
ing no regard to it, not wiſhing him 


t run the riſque of his diſmiſſion on 


my account. As to your friendly offer, 


Br, added I, I ſhall accept of it with a 
great deal of pleaſure, being totally 
unacquainted with any perſon at Breſt 
or in any part of France. 
The calmneſs with which I heard 
the defence of his behaviour, the com- 
poſure with which I anſwered it, and 


the readineſs which I diſcovered to 


avail myſelf of his propoſed . civility, 
gave him no ſmall” ſatisfaction. He 
Tepeatedly aſſured me that I ſhould 


find myſelf extremely at home with his 
aunt and his couſins, and entered into 


a diſplay of their characters, which 
5 ſerved 
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ſerved to ma we bare that 1 
ad x not be n i 
them. * 

Soon after 5 converſation had uſb 
between us, we diſembarked, and I 
was, in about an hour, introduced by 
him to Madame Villeneuve, who re- 
ceived me in a manner perfectly polite, 
and welcomed me to France in terms 
which covered me with confuſion, for 
I could not, with equal copiouſneſs of 
language; or fluency of utterance, return 
the flowery So which ſhe lav- 
iſhed on me. 

When 1 had Dd my new apart- 
ments about a fortnight, leſs and leſs 
diſſatisfied with my abode, the captain, 
(who, 'though he lgdged in a diſtant 
quarter of the town, ſpent the greateſt 
part of his time with us) received com- 
mands from Verſailles to ſail away with 
all poſſible expedition with the meſ- 
lenger who accompanied them, as he 

F's. _ 


y ? 
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portance fgg the governor of——, The 
captain at ſupper ' with ns when 
he received his commands, but hay- 
ing been long accuſtomed to inſtant 
obedience, he took a hurrying leave of 


ms, and nen 


Boop. | 
6 morning, the e 


ef the houſe informed me that a gen- 


tleman wanted to ſpeak with me: it 
was canly, but I was: fit to be ſeen, and 
_ defired that he might be conducted to 


me. As ſoon as he entered the room, 
I with pleaſure recognized my lively 


companion, the merchant} who had by 


his good ſenſe and pleaſantry made my 
_ voyage from o amuſing, I ran 


| to embrace him with open arms, and 


he returned my ſalutation with equal 
cordiality : but he then filled me with 
aſtoniſhment, . by telling me, with a 


of 


1 I 
| 
* 
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to me. $ 1 
I could not poſibly concave” what he 


was going to ſay, after. ſo ſerious an in- 
troduction, but begged him to be ſeat- 
ed, and throwing myſelf into a chair 
by his fide, waited with the utmoſt im- 
patience for his communications. 
| You ſeem to be: extremely ſurprized, 
fir, continued he; at the manner of my 
addreſs, but I was ſo highly prejudiced' 
in your favour during our voyage from 
— that I could not, when we Part- 
ed, hear you. order your baggage to 
Madame Villeneuve without much un- 
ealineſs, though I could not, with any 
prudence, inform you of my feelings 
ypon that occalighthy for the captain, 
being of a yery revengeful diſpalition, 
and a man who has high connections, 
, would have proved a formidable enemy 
e I had been going to 


that lady $ houſe, & WT ſo oa 


5 wn her to you. 


You amaze me, fir, ſaid I: little did 
I think when I acquainted you with the 
- captain's politeneſs in recommending 
me to his aunt and to his couſins, that 
you would have appeared thus anxious 
about my ſituation with them. 

You are young, fir, replied he—When 
you have ſeen as puch of the world 
as I have, you will not be ſo haſty in 
giving credit to theſe who profeſs a 
friendſhip for you, nor put yourſelf 
under their protettion with ſo much 
confidence. Mrs. Villeneuve is not the 
captain's aunt, nor are the girls who live 
wich her his couſins ; neither the former 
nor the latter are, WM 
to him. Lins * 2 
| Bleſs me! ſaid I, your 22 fil nſe 
with aſtoniſhment—be quick in unde- , 
ceiving me, - Tell me with whom I am 
aſſociated, and if _ are not the peo- 


1 l 


* 


the captain's relations, 1 people of 
character, be ſo good as to put me in 
a way to make a decent removal to a 
better place, without coming t to an . 
ruptug with tem. * 
Tou have certainly, had he, 1 
grolsly miſtaken, | but ſpeak very ſenh- 
bly concerning your retreat from this 
houſe. I will, in a few words, tell ; 
vou the plain ſtate of the affair; Mrs. 
Villeneuve is an infamous procureſs, 
and the girls who live with her ara 
abandoned proſtitutes, however, they 
may have contrived, by the dexterity 
of their behaviour, to prevent you 
from entertaining ſuſpicions about them. 

I ſtood for ſome moments unable 
. to utter a ſyllable, fo much was 1 ſhock- 
ed at the iniquity of the captain's con- 
duct, and not thinking myſelf any longer 
ble with my female companions, in- 
treated my kind undeceiyer to facilitate 
: F 4 my 


104 -The HIST Q * Mee 
my e from them.— As you * 
diiſoovered ſo much regard for me, fir, 
aid I, as to point out the dangers to 
which I was expoſed, you will, 1 hope, 
with equal friendlineſs, procure my ad- 
miſſion to more reputable apartments. 
1 Monſieur la Touche, after having 
mentioned ſeveral particulars relating 
to the connections between the captain 
and Mrs. Villeneuve, and apologized 
for the tardineſs of his appearance to, 
open my eyes in a ſatisfactory manner, 

told me that if I would accept of an 
apartment in his houſe till 1 could 
; meet with an habitation more to my 


mind, I ſhould be treated with as much 


| Kindneſs as if I was his own ſon. 

I was ſo moved by the generoſity of 
che good merchant's behaviour, that 1 
hung over his neck, and while I poured 
out my grateful effuſions, watered it 


with my tears. He was melted 000 


could not, for ſome moments, make 
himſelf 
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| birnſelf intelligible.; Men he could, he 
aſſured me that he thought himſelf 
very. happy in or” it in his power 
to give me ice in ſuch critical 
circumſtances. | 
After having thanked him in che 
moſt forcible terms for his very friendly . 
offer, which I accepted of with the 
greateſt pleaſure, I conſulted. him with 
regard to the day of my departure, 
and we were both of opinion that a 
precipitate! retreat might, probably, in- 
ſpire Mrs.. Villeneuve and her atten- 
dants with malevolent deſigns: he 
therefore went home in order to pre- 
pare things for my reception, the be- 
ginning of the following week having. 
been pitched upon for my removal, 
all which time I determined to make 
| no variation in my behaviour to them. 
When I appeared at dinner, Mrs. 
Villeneuve carried herſelf to me with by 
ber uſual complaiſance, but ſhe ſeemed Bk 
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to be frequently diſconcerted, and ata. 


the negligencies in 


ally made ſeveral miſtakes in doing the 
honours of her \ but as I attributed 

er deportment to 
ſome private diſquietudes, I made no 


reflections upon them, but, as I had 
formed my plan of behaviour, enjoyed 
the preſent moment with as much ap- 


parent unconcern as if I did not beſtow 
a ſing'e thought upon futurity. The 
evening cloſed with mutual complai- 
ſance, and I was not ſorry to repoſe 
upon my pillow, in order to ruminate, 
undiſturbed, upon the intelligence which 


I had received from Monfieur la Touche, 


Long, however, I did not he to rumi- 
nate on my pillow, for I ſoon felt an 
unufual weight upon my bfows which 
deadened the powers of thinking. 

When I waked, Idas harrowed up 
with amazement, for inſtead of being 
in my chamber at Mrs. Villeneuve's, 
ſurrounded with the elegant accommo- 
dations 
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ations oh gentlematl, I found myſelf 
cooped. up in a little room, the cieling 
of which I could touch with my ex- 
tended Hand as 1 Sy i in my bed, with 
bare walls, mean furniture, and a grated 
window. Had I been of a romantie: 
turn I ſhould certainly have imputed 
the change i in my condition to the power 
of®enchantment, but as I was in 7 4 
ſober ſenſes, I could not poffibly, by 
rational conjectures, account for the 
horrid novelty of tlie ſcene. 

I ſtrained my faculties to account 
for the ſudden alteration in my circum- | 
ſtances, but the more I ſtrained them, 
the greater was the perplexity of my 
ideas. | | 

While Ts was thus employed 2 the 
fruitleſs exerciſe of my intellects, a very 
ill· featured fellqy opened the door of 
my dungeon, for ſo it appeared to me, 
and in a very inſolent manner ordered 


* 


8 to riſe e direbtiy and follow him. 
* : F 6 My 
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| My blood ſtarted, I own, we = rough- 
nels of his behaviour, and I defired, with 
Tome warmth, to know what authority - 
he had over me. He grinned at the 
word authority, and with an infinite 
deal of ſatisfaction in his withered coun- 
tenance, produced a paper, by which I 
was immediately ſilenced. I dreſſed, 
and followed him to the Commandant of 
one of the forts, who informed me that 
I was ſent to him by Mrs. Villeneuve, | 
as a man who had ſpoken very freely 
againſt the French government, and that 
I muſt remain in cuſtody there till he 
received orders from court concerning 
| the puriiſhment to be inflicted upon me 
| for my imprudence, 
| Stuck at the perfidy of Mrs, Ville- 
neuve, I forgot that I was in a place 
of confinement, and after having bitter- 
ty exclaimed againſt her treacherous and 
unjuſt - behaviour, moved briſkly to- 
wards the door, declaring that I would 


| I : , : 2. ; 
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pens I Ter ſcandalous pro- 

8 inſt me: * 

, faid the Commandant, wiin 
a Was... accent, you forget, I believe, ; 
that you are my prifoner. 1 

At the word priſoner I ſtopped, hung h 

my head, and ſighed; then raiſing my 
eyes from the ground, I told him that, 
as” be had the appearance of a gentle- 
man, I expected as much ifidulgence 

him as he could, conſiſtently with 

e duty of his ſtation, favour me with. 

I fhall treat you, fir, replied he, 

like an Engliſhman, and like an enemy 

to France. 

At the concluſion of this ſhort, but 
cutting ſpeech, he remanded me to my 
dungeon, i which I retired: full of 
melancholy reflections, and making com- 
pariſons Between the carriage of the two W 
men under whoſe hands I had fallen as 
a priſoner, much to the diſadvantage of 


__ "ors I hadjuſt quitted, 
After 


4 


rigour, and fcantily! a pen wi 
bare neceſſaries of life, 1 was one 
morning informed by the Commandant 
that I might leave the fort when I pleaſ- 
ed: when he had thus abruptly given“ 
me my freedom, he put a couple of 
louis. Tors into my hand, and advife 
me as 4 friend, to be more cautions 
in my conduct while I remained * 
France. 8 0 

The mildnefs of the Commandant's 
behaviour to me, while he gave me his 
money and his advice, puzzled me ex- 
tremely; there was a myſteriouſneſs in 
it which I could not develop: I there- 
fore made haſte to avail myſelf of the 
favourable moment, and, having thanked 
him for releaſing me from captivity, de- 
parted from a place which will never be 
eraſed from my memory. 


| | © 
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Was I found myſelf at Gberty 


acquaint him with the treatment which 
J had met with, and to aſk his advice 
how 'to proceed againſt the vile au- 
® thoreſs of my ſufferings at the fort: how- 
er, when I came to Mrs. Villene vey 
Ile I could not help ſtopping at it. 
She opened the door herſelf” I began 
immediately to upbraid her for having 
behaved to me in ſo atrocious a man- 
ner, and demanded all the moveables 
of mine which ſhe had in her poſſeſſion. 
ſhe ſtared at me in an attitude of aſto- 
niſhment, and, having declared with 
the moſt finiſhed aſſurance, that ſhe had 
never ſeen me before, flapped the door 
in my face. 
Stung with the impudence of her 
carriage, and the inſolence of her reply, 
I proceeded full of anger and reſent- 
ment to Mr. la Touche's, who, indeed, 
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"Bartghh a licle at Mie. fight Ag me, 3 
by ſo doing really made me be 
that I was ſtrangely altered. U 
ſiſtence at the fort had, tis true, much | 
lowered the natural freſhneſs of my 
_ «complexion, and much corrected my 

tendency. to corpulence, but I. was 

Hot quite ſo frenchified, I thought, in 
my out ward form, as to occaſion Wy 
ſurprize in thoſe who knew me be- 
fore I was dicted © out of my Engliſh: | 
appearance, 

Mr. la Touche was overjoyed to ſee 
me, and when I had informed him of 
the ſevere uſage which I had received 
from the Commandant (for the two 
louis d'ors but poorly recompenſed me 
for the unjuſineſs of his fomer beha- 
viour) in conſequence of Mrs. Ville- 
neuve's falle charge , againſt me for 
ſpeaking too freely againſt the govern- 
ment, he liſted up his hands and eyes 
and cried, What an execrable wretch! 

But 
* ” 
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— when, I conſulted him how to ro 
cred, for the recovery of my moveables, 
© his head, and added, Ah! my 
dear- f fiend, you muſt not think of 
reſtitution: ſhe is too powerfully pro- 
tected here to be brought to the puniſh- 
ment ſhe deſerves for the many acts of 
injuſtice which ſhe has committed: the 

tain who recommended you to her, 

nd the Commandant to whom ſhe con- 
veyed you while you were aſleep, are. 
not the only friends: ſhe has alſo per- 
ſons of much higher rank to ſupport 
her in the proſecution of her iniqui- 
ties. Be not, however, continued he, 
dejected at this intelligence; all the 
French are not like thoſe of whem EF 
have been talking: in me yu ſhall find 
a true friend, till you have an oppor- 
tunity to return to England: whatever 
my houſe can afford, in order to make 
your reſidence in it agreeable, ſhall be 
* much at your fer vis 
I was 
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* S * was overwhelmed with gratitude, 
and thanked him in the ſtibngeſt terms 
for his kind aſſurances, but told fun 
at the ſame time, that I coul not bear 
to live at his expence, vichout doing 
ſomething to merit a ſubſiſtence under 
him. Employ me fir, ſaid I, in your 
compting-houſe, and I will endeavali 
though I had not a commercial .th 
tion, tobe ufeful with my pen and | 
Parts to you. 

Monſieur la Touche eat me 

- tenderly, and ſaid, that he loved me 

4s better for diſcovering fo induſtrious and 
3 laudable a diſpoſition, and from that 
moment I applied myſelf "0 pleaſure 

to mercantile affairs. 

= - J was very happy in my new fitua- 
| tion, but I was born to be the ſport of 
fortune. Soon after my reſidence at 
+ Mr. la Touche's, he was obliged, by the 
failure of two houſes, the one at Leg- 
horn, the other- at Barcelona, to ſtop 
a pay ment, 
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payment, and found himſelf involved, * 
by thoſe fallures, in ſuch difficulties and | 
diftreſſes, that he was totally unable to 
go on. Calling, therefore, all his credi- 
tors together, he reſigned all his effects 

to them, Who behaved with the utmoſt 
umMity and kindneſs to him, and, 
having adjuſted his affairs in ſuch a 
manner as to give the ſtrongeſt proofs 

of his integrity, prepared to ſet out to 
the houſe -of a brother who lifed at 
Bourdeaux, and who preſſed him earn- 
eſtly to enter into partnerſhip with him. 

I accompanied him at his requeſt He 
had no family, and treated me as if I 
was his fon : he had been married, 
and had been bleſſed with children, but 
he had ſurvived them all. 

In the duſk of the evening of our 
ſecond day's journey, while we were 
riding through a thick wood, a band of 
robbers overtook us, and, making us get 
off, ſeized all that they could find about 

| | us: 


* . 1 * 
„ ust we had but little, and Re. abuſe enc 
us for not having more. One of the pul 


gang, who ſeemed to be their leader, 1 


* perceiving that I was young and not Ne 
ill made, ſaid to his companions, This far 
lad may be of ſervice to us; but as 
for that old fellow, he deſerves t be: 
tied to one of theſe trees for travelling 
with ſo ſmall a quantity of money. 

As ſoon as theſe words: were out of 
his mouth, a couple of the horſemen 
inimediately diſmounted, took cords out 
of their pockets, and tied my poor friend 
to one of the trees, in ſpite of all his 
moving intreaties not to behave to him: 
with ſo much inhumanity, and in ſpite 
of my earneſt prayers to enforce them. 
I was en ordered by the leader of 
the corps to mount my horſe, to take 
the bridle of my friend's in my band; 
and to follbw him, without murmur- 
ing at my fate, aſſuring me that, if L 
behaved with ſpirit, IL ſhould not want 
encourage - 
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put me into tie road to riches. 


neceſſary here which had been ſo neceſ- 
ſary when I was incorporated among 
the pyrates: I followed the orders which 
I could not difpute, but 1 ſighed heavily 
hen 1 departed from the ſpot on 
which 1 left fo good a friend in men 
grievous circumſtances. 

Riding along, the captain of ern 
alked me ſeveral queſtions with re- 
gard to my perſonal bravery, and ſeem- 


ed to be very well 8 with my 
anſwers. 


variety of adventures with my new 
aſſociates, from which we gerally re- 


ſeveral fruitleſs attempts to eſcape them, 
as I abhorred the means by which I 
ſubſiſted in their ſervice, I had recourſe 
to the ſtratagem _ was, I concluded, 


played 


bun ent and that he would food * 


The ſame implicit obedience was 


After having We e in a 


turned ſucceſsful, and after having made 


* 


0 e aaink me at Mrs. V Bed 
« or I could not have been, I think, 
conveyed from thence to the font in a 
ſtate of inſenſibility : the liquor which 
was prepared for the occafional refreſh. 
ment of thoſe who guarded our flying 
camp, that we might not be ſurprized 
in our tents, I contrived to render 
ſoporific, by the infuſion of ' opiate, , 
and my contrivance ſucceeded. 

As ſoon as the ſentinels were faſt 
aſleep, I mounted the ſwifteſt ſeed 
which I could find, and rode off with 
che utmoſt expedition, highly rejoiced 
to fly from ſo formidable a body of 
men who braved all laws divine and 
human, and who committed the moſt 
violent ouffages 3 ey with 
impunity. | 

At break of day, I found myſelf 
upon enquiry, for I had galloped away 

without knowing whither I was going, 
and. was come to a part of the country 
15 5 which 


hieb FF Ko neuer ſeen before, in the 
direct road toBourdeaux : I was much 
pleaſe with that intelligence, betauſe 
J had no reaſon to doubt of a friendly 
reception there by making myſelf known 
to the brother of my. unfortunate friend, 
Monſieur la Touche, concerning whom 
] was alſo in hopes of MX m—_ 
tidings. 

When 1 arrived at the poſts houſe 
at Bourdeaux, I was ſoon informed of 
Monſieur la Touche's] habitation, for 
his connections as a merchant. were 
conſiderable. He received me very 
politely, and upon my, intreating him 
to pardon the liberty which 1 had taken 
in waiting on him, as I was inexpreſli- 
'bly anxious about his amiable brother, 
having been obliged to leave him in 
calamitous circumſtances, which 1 mi- 
nutely deſcribed, embraced me with a 
parental cordiality, and told me that I 
ſhould be his gueſt, till J was tired of 
g | | bis 


* 


his company. My por . brotlitr, aa. 
tinued he, how would he be tranſported 


to ſe&you !—but we mult ſubmit gg the, 


decrees of Providence. 


He then conducted me into a parlour. | 


and, having aſſured me in the ſtrongeſt 
terms that he would endeavour to make 
my ſtay at Bourdeaux . agreeable, de. 


Hred me to amuſe myſelf with ſome ex- 


tremely- elegant prints from capital paint. 
| ings, till he gave a few neceſſary orders 
to his clerks. He was not long abſent, 
he returned in a few minutes, but 1 
will not attempt to deſcribe what I felt 
when I ſaw him advancing to me with 
my dear friend his amiable brother in 


his hand We ruſhed into each others 


arms, and burſt into tears. 

Here Morton was ſo much moved by 
the recollection of fo tender a ſcene, that 
he pauſed and wept: but in a ſhort 
time proceeded 1n the following manner. 

| As 
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As I ſoon . very deſirous to make 
enquiries after my relations in England, 
after my arrival at Bourdeaux, I, with 
the aſſiſtance of the elder Monſieur la 
Touche who had correſpondents in 
Holland, ſent ſeveral letters to Mr. and 
Mrs. Belton, but received no anfwers, 
and was therefore forced to remain in a 
llate of the moſt mortifying uncertainty 
concerning them, concerning row” and 
concerning my father. | 
In about a month after my reſidence 
at Monfieur la Touche s, the worthy 
brothers, perceiving that the frequent 
diſappointments which I had received 
on the arrival of the mails from' Holland, 
had very mach lowered my ſpirits, em- 
ployed themſelves with a winning affi- 
duty to raiſe them, and to render my 
lituation leſs irkſome. One morning 
the elder Mr. la Touche told me that 
be always made an annual viſit to 
Faris, that he ſhould ſet out towards 
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that city in a few days, and that h 
ſhould be glad if 1 would favour hin 
with my company. If you have neſtt 
been at Paris, ſaid he, you will be 
charmed with it. He then launched 
out in praiſe of its grandeur and it 
elegance with a warmth” of language In 
very allowable, as he was a Frenchman, Wl M. 
and added, that I ſhould be quite au hae 
ther thing there. I made proper m © 
knowledgments to him for all his kind of 
neſſes to me, and, when the day fixed ple 
for our departure arrived, we proceed. ** 
eds, that is, the two Mr. la Touche 18 
and myſelf, to the metropolis of France, iro 
Before I had been a fortnight at Pail let 
I had an opportunity to exert that 
| courage upon a juſt, which J had often, 
but ever againſt my will, exerted upon 
an unjuſt occaſion. Paſſing through * 
one of the ſtreets in my return from _- 
the opera, I reſcued an Engliſh gentle wh 
man from the hands of ruffians who © 
ſurrounded 


* 


GG. - __— W Ty 
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ſurrounded him: I was not ſorry to 
fnd him to be the ſame by whoſe con- 
yerſation I had been agreeably enter 
tained at the theatre, and he ſeemed to 
be not a little pleaſed to have been 
protected by one of his own countrymen. 
In ſhort, madam, ſrom that moment 
Mr. Bloſſom, for it was him whom 1 
had reſcued, loaded me with civilities, 
and as he was going to make the tour 
of Italy, intreated me to increaſe the 
pleaſure of it by attaching myſelf to 
his party. I readily conſented, not hav- 
ing any local ties, and, at my departure 
from Paris, received from Mr. la Touche 
letters of recommendation to ſeveral 
Italian houſes which proved to be very 
ſerviceable -to me. As I deſpaired of 
ſceing you and my father again, I could 
not bear to think of the name of Mor- 
ton, and therefore travelled with that 
which I had politically aſſumed before 1 
came into Europe. To conclude, we 

G 2 arrived 
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arrived about ſix weeks ago at Roſe. 
Place; and you are no ſtranger, I be. 
lieve, to the occurrences there, during 
the latter part of that time, which have 
produced ſo unexpected a diſcovery, 


Happy, inconceivably happy am I, ma- 


dam, in beholding again ſo amiable a 
parent, whom I ever, with the greateſt 
ſincerity, loved, honoured and eſteem- 
ed; and I return my moſt grateful thanks 
to heaven for fo tranſporting an event. 
As we have been ſo long ſeparated from 
each other, moſt fervently do I pray 
that we may never ſuffer another fepa- 

ration. x | 
Mrs. Morton, having liſtened with 
the ſiricteſt attention to her ſon's narra- 
tive, and diſcovered, by the variations 
of her features, while he related his ad. 
ventures, the various emotions which 
they occaſioned in her breaſt, joined her 
thanks to heaven with the moſt lively 
expreſkons of gratitude for having re- 
ſtored 
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flored him to her affectionate arms 
after fo long an abfence, and with tears 
of tranſport wept over while ſhe fondly 


culties which theyhad * encounter- 


zure, to the fortunate ene in which 
ſhe attracted, in the midſt of the moſt 


mortifying wretchedneſs, the notice of 
the benevolent, and generous Mrs. 
Bamſted: but ſhe was frequently oblig- 
ed to ſtop, during her relation, and to 


which iſſued from her eyes, on her re- 
collecting ſcenes particularly pathetic. 
When ſhe had finiſhed her ftory, many 
parts of which moved the attentive 
hearer of it in a very forcible manner, 
ſhe ſaid, preſſing his hand tenderly be- 
tween hers, I ſhould now, my dear ſon, 
be completely happy were I but bleſſed 
G 3 with 


embraced him. She then, at his earneſt 
deſire, gave à full account of the diſi- 
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give a free paſſage to the floods of grief | 
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1 from Miſs Dalton, he . 
from ——, with repentant ſenſations, 
He too, perhaps, has been involved in 
a variety of diſtreſſes, has been plunged 
into a th A dangers in the ſearch 
of us—Pe ba, he is no more! ſub. 
mit to the will of Providence with the 
reſignation of a chriſtian, but I cannot, 
while nature powerfully ſtirs within me, 
diveſt- myſelf of the feelings of a woman 
and a wife. _ 

Alt the concluſion of this ſpeech, the 
converſation, between Mrs. Morton and 
her ſon, was interrupted by the arrival 
of a ſervant from Mr. Bamſted, with a 
note addreſſed to the latter. 

Morton was almoſt as much ſurprized 
to ſee a note from Mr. Bamſted addrell- 
ed to him, as if he had been ſtung by 
an adder, and could not poſſibly guels 


at the contents of it, being afraid to 


Batter 


Mr. Mon ro and M/s BAS TED. 127 
fatter himſelf that he had acted agreea- 
bly to his aſſurances to Mr. Shipton. q 
With haſte, however, he unfolded it, for 
his curioſity was equal to his deſpond- 
ence; and found the following lines: 

Mr. Bamſted preſents his compliments 
to Mr. Dormer, and would be glad to 
have half an hour's converſation with 
him. Mr. Bamſted, not being quite re- 
covered from the diſorder which attack- 
ed him laſt night, is not able to leave 
his houſe, or would Rave waited on Mr. 
Dormer.“ 

Morton, after the peruſal of the above 
lines was, if poſſible, more ſurprized 
than he was before. The civility which 
tan through it, and which he ſo little 
expected from a man of Mr. Bamſted's 
calt, filled him with amazement, but 
it alſo gave a ſpring to his ſpirits, and 
made him draw n . 
from it. 
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As politeneſs, he thought, required, a 
written anſwer, he drew up the ſubſe. 


quent one immediately. 

« Mr.Dormer returns his compliments 
to Mr. Bamſted, is very forry to find 
that he is not able to come abroad, and 

will do himſelf the pleaſure to wait on 
him in a ſhort time.” 

When he had difpatched the ſervant 
with this anſwer, he directed his eyes 


towards his mother, and ſaid, What do 


you think, madam, of this note of Mr. 
Bamſted's ? 

J am willing to think, my dear, re- 
plied the, that Mr. Batnſted, having 
diſcovered to whom he was ſo much 
obliged laſt night, perhaps for the pre- 
_ ſervation of his life, is determined not 


to falſify what he ſaid to Mr. Shipton 


concerning his daughter, and concern- 
ing you, whom he had not then ſeen, 
Probably the dangerous ſituation of 


his daughter, and the ſhock which his 


own 


* 
WJ, 
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own conſtitution has received, have 
occaſioned a total change in his ſenti- 
ments; and probably the ſufferings of 
the man have contributed to extinguiſh 
| the reſentment of the parent. But un- 
eſs the former and the latter have ex- 
tinguiſhed the paſſion of avarice from 
his boſom, you will not, I am afraid, 
with all your merit, recommend your- 
{elf to his attention. | 

Mrs. Morton ſtopped here, . becauſe 
ſhe perceived: her ſon's features turned 
into an arch ſmile, who, on being in- 
treated to explain the cauſe of it, ſaid, 
| ſmile madam, to think how agreeably 
you will be ſurprized to hear that I © 
ſhall make no contemptible figure in 
Mr. Bamſted's eyes by the diſcloſure 
of my circumſtances. 
He then pulled out his pocket - book, 
and produced the paper which Sir 
Harry Bloſſom had, with the true ſpirit 
of generoſity, and with the moſt refined 
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 - politeneſs compelled him to receive from 
his liberal hands. 
Mrs. Morton cd the higheſt 
ſatisfaction at the ſight of Sir Harry's 
draught, and told her ſon, laughing, that 


he could not carry a better recommen- 
dation with him to Crab-Hall. 
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TAM HEN Morton arrived at Crab- 
W 7 Hall, he was with great reſpect, 
XX which. had no bad appearance, 
conducted by the ſervant into the li- 
brary, where he found. Mr. Bamſted 
litting: upon a couch, who. role at his 
entrance and made a verbal apology for 
not having waited on him in. perſon, 
to thank him for the tenderneſs of his 
G 6 behavior” 
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: behaviour to him on the preceding 
© evening, when he was not in a condi- 
tion to acknowledge his obligations to 


him. By a viſit from my neighbour 


Shipton, Mr. Morton, continued he, 
this morning, I was not a little pleaſed 
to hear that the man who had ſo gene- 
roufly exerted his humanity in my be- 
half, was the man with whoſe company 
I had been ſo agreeably entertained at 
his houſe, and the man concerning 
whom I was determined to make en- 
quiries on my daughter's account: en- 
quiries I have made, fir, with regard 
to: your perſonal merit, which have 
proved fatisfaftory, and if you can 
double the fortune We I intend to 
give with Almeria, as ſome recompence 
for the great uneaſineſs which ſhe has 
long endured from my oppoſition to 


her inclination, I ſhall not Loa artehet 


retard your union. 
Name __ Fain, fir, ſaid Morton eager- 


by. Five 
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Five thouſand pounds, Mr. Mort," 
replied he, laying no ſmall emphaſis 
upon each of the three words. 
You have made me the happieſt man 
in the world fir, and I beg that your 
lawyer may have immediate inſtructions 
to draw up the . neee to 
your demand. 

He then acquainted Mr. Bamſted with 
che true ſtate of his affairs, Who was 
fo much pleafed with the openneſs of 
his behaviour, upon the occaſion, that 
he told him he ſhould not repent of 
coming into his family.— Morton, hav- 
ing been too well informed about Mr. 
Bamſted's character not to comprehend 
what he meant by not repenting, ex- 
preſſed himſelf in terms which did him 
no diſſervice. 

Mr. Bamſted, having touched the bell, 
ordered the ſervant, who obeyed the 
ſummons, to tet his miſtreſs know 
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her rer, was defired in the 


N rs. Bamſted ſoon a and re- 
ceived the higheſt delight from the in- 
telligence which her huſband communi. 

cated to her concerning the diſpoſal of 
her daughter :—How is Almeria ? con- 
tinued he.—Much better, replied Mrs, 
Bamſted; the late alteration in your 
carriage to her, however, has given a 
new turn to her ideas, and has raiſed 
her ſpirits, and theſe glad tidings vill, 
I am ſure, contribute more to her en- 
tire recovery than all the preſcriptions 
© of her phyſicians: though they certainly 
have been. very efficacious.. 

Juſt at this inſtant, Mrs. Bamſted 
was told that a lady wiſhed to. ſpeak 


with her.—As Morton very much want- 


ed to impart the news which ſwelled. his 


boſom to his mother, he took leave 
| both of Mr. and Mrs. Bamſted, and 
told them, that he hoped he ſhould be 


permitted | 


# 


t 
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permitted to pay his reſpects to Miß 
Bamſted, as ſoon as ſhe was able to bear 


the ſight of him without being rann 
tree by EN 


. 


HEN Mrs. Bamſted entered the 
W room in which Mrs. Morton 
was waiting for her, ſhe ſtarted, and 
ſaid, O dear madam, I wiſh my ſer- 
rant had told me that you was here. 
Don't chide your ſervant, madam, 
replied ſhe, for not announcing my 
name, I particularly defired him not 
to mention it. 

I will not chide him then, ſaid Mrs. 
Bamſted, but I cannot help wiſhing 
again that 1 had known of your being 
here before Mr. Dormer went away, 
that you 1 given him joy, as 


; 5 
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is, 1 am well affured, a favourite of Ml Aln 
Fours, and he indeed deſerves all the Will ! * 
fine things which you have dropped i in me 
his favour. 

Give him joy? th: replied Mrs 
Morton, has he then been ſo fortunate 
as to make himſelf appear worthy 
enough in Mr. Bamſted's eyes, to be 
received into his family as a relation ? 
He has, madam, faid Mrs. Bamfſted, 
and the prehminaries are ſettled between 
them to their mutual ſatisfaction. 

'Mrs. Morton, overpowered by the 
gladdening news, after having been 
juſt able to ſay with a faultering voice, 
Thank heaven !-—leaned her head againſt 
her friend's ſhoulder, and in that atti- 
tude expreſſed the felicity of her heart 
by a flood of tears. Mrs. Bamſted, very 
much at a loſs to account for the ex- 
traordinary manner in which Mrs. Mor- 
ton expreſſed the pleaſure ſhe felt at the 
pipes of Mr. Dormer's union with 
Almeria 


# 
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Almeria, could not refrain from ſaying, 
am truly rejoiced, madam, to ſee you 
intereſt yourſelf ſo deeply in my hap- 
pineſs, which, you have long known, 
depends greatly on that of my daughter; 
but pardon me, if I add, that you ex- 
cite my wonder by ſympathizing with 
me upon the pleaſurable occaſion like a 
tender mother, as well as like an affec- 
tionate friend. DH 
Oh! madam, faid ſhe, raiſing her 
head, when I entered your houſe this 
morning, 1 came with an intention only 
to learn the reſult of the interview be- 
tween the amiable lover of Almeria and 
Mr. Bamſted: 1 did not defign to im- 
part the fecret which I am now going 
to diſcloſe, becaufe it is now quite un- 
neceſſary to conceal it —You have ſaid, 
madam, that I ſympathize with you as 
a tender mother : I do, indeed, feel all 
the ſenſations of a tender mother upon 
Ws occaſion, for Almeria's lover is— 
yes 


OS. 


138 The HISTORY of 


be i is my ſon: Heaven, whoſe 
ways are inſcrutable by the human un- 


derſtanding, has reſtored him to my 
fond arms: this very morning produced 
the intereſting diſcovery ; and I cannot 
.be too grateful to Heaven for ſo happy 
an event. 

You amaze me, * ſaid Mrs. 
Bamſted, with this unlooked - for intelli- 
gence, but you alſo charm me with it. 
Let me fly to acquaint Mr. Bamſted 
with the unexpected news — How de- 
lighted will my dear Almeria be to 
| hear i 2 

I have no objection, cn in replied 
Mrs. Morton, to your communicating 
it to Mr. Bamſted, becauſe he has 
ſtrength of mind ſufficient to bear ſur- 
prizes of this ſort : but do not ſuddenly, 
do not abruptly impart it to Almeria, 
leſt her gentle frame ſhould be too 
much ſhaken, and her recovery retarded 
by it, 5 

Mrs. 


2 
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Mrs. Bamſted, upon recollection, was 
thoroughly ſenſible of the propriety of 
Mrs. Morton's caution with regard to 
Almeria, and therefore aſſured her that 
he would endeavour, with the moſt 
delicate addreſs, to deliver the occurren- 
ces of the morning to her. 

Mrs. Morton then chuſing to let 1 
friend relate what ſhe had heard to her 
huſband, without being preſent while 
ſhe was ſo employed, wiſhed her a good 
day, and returned to her humble dwell- 
ing full of the moſt agreeable ideas 
that can poſſibly ariſe in the human 
mind, to ſhare her ſon's. ſatisfaCtiors 
nd to give vent to her own, 


' 
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HEN Mrs. Bamſted, after the 
departure of Mrs. Morton en- 
tered the library, her huſband, who was 
writing a letter to his lawyer, perceiving 
by the eagerneſs in her aſpect that ſhe 
was ready to burſt for want of utterance, 
and that ſhe politely kept her lips cloſed 
as ſhe ſaw him buſy, laid down his pen, 
that ſhe might give a free fcope to her 
 Tpeech. When ſhe had repeated what 
Mrs. Morton had told her, he cried, 
with an elevation of his eye-brows, ex- 
preſſive of ſurprize, You don't ſay ſo ?— 
This is indeed an unexpected event, but 
I am not diſpleaſed with it, as it will 
tend to increaſe my good girl's happi- 
neſs, when it is, with the buſineſs which 
I am about, diſcloſed to her. Mrs. 

TH Morton 
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Morton has not leſſened my opinion of 
her judgment by her cautionary hint; 
J hope, therefore, that you will make 
a proper uſe of it. She is a ſenſible, 
worthy woman, and will do no diſcredit 
to my family by being more intimately 


connected with it. Who would have 


thought of Dormer's proving to be her 
long-loſt ſon ? How ſtrange are the re- 
volutions in the affairs of mankind in 
this chequered world ?—Go, my dear, - 

continued he, to Mrs. Bamſted, and 
ail yourſelf of a lucky moment to 
make Almeria as happy as ſhe deſerves 
to be. 
Mrs. Bamſted then e 
ters chamber, and left her huſband to 
finiſh his diſpatches to the Temple. 
Mrs. Bamſted, obſerving a compla- 
cency in Almeria's face, which ſeemed 
to ariſe from an unuſual ſerenity of 
mind, told her that ſhe was glad to ſee 
her look with ſuch an air of content- 
ment, 
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ment, and aſſured. her that her father 
continued with 9 * to 
her wiſhes. 

I am thoroughly ſatisfied, madam, 
ſaid Almeria, with what my father has 
ſaid, and with what he has done : and 
very much defire to throw myſelf at 
his feet to thank him for the ſtrong 
proofs he has given of his returned af- 
fection for me. 

Mrs. Bamſted knowing « chat, before 
the arrival of Mr. Morton, in compli- 
ance with the note directed to Mr. 
Dormer, Almeria was rather in a doubt- 
ful ſituation, and not void of appre- 
henſion left her father's predilection for 
Mr. Shipton ſhould cruſh the hopes 
with which ſhe had flattered herlelt, 
could not account for the total eaſinels 
of her appearance, as ſhe had not been 
preſent at the interview deciſive in her 
favour. You look, my dear, ſaid ſhe, 
as beppy as if your doubts were all re- 


mov ed, 
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moved, and as if you did not fear a 
relapſe from an alteration in your fa- 
ther's ſentimetice concerning your, two 
lovers. | 

Almeria had not, indeed, been pre- 
ſent at the deciſive interview above- 
mentioned, but ſhe had heard the con- 
verſation which paſſed at. it from the 
mouth. of her maid, who, having a fin- 
cere regard for her, and being ſpurred 
by curioſity, planted herſelf in ſuch a. 
poſition as to liſten, undiſcovered, to 
what tranſpired in the library. _ 

I am indeed, madam, replied, Almeria 
ſmiling, quite happy, for all my doubts 
are removed, and I am not in the leaſt 
apprehenſive of a relapſe : you look as 
if you wondered at my perfect tran- 
quility, but I will ſoon convince you that 
it is not occaſioned by a deluſion of 
the fancy — Anne has informed me of 
what paſſed between my father and Mr. 
Dormer in the library: don't be angry, 
e however, 


1 
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however, with the faithful girl, for ſhe 
liſtened, I dare ſay, from her anxiety 
concerning my happineſs, 
Mrs. Bamſted was not ſorry to find that 
half the intelligence which ſhe had to com- 
- municate to her daughter had been pre. 
_ viouſly related to her, as Almeria would 
be in a frame of mind not to be dan- 
ny agitated by the remainder of 
; with which ſhe was, evidently, not 
pins, by having called her lover 
Dormer. 
Angry, my 33 replied ſhe. No— 
the regard which Anne has always dil- 
covered for you, is a ſufficient apology 
for the ardor of her curioſity. But 
though ſhe has made you ſo happy by 
her information, I have a ſtrong notion 
that I can increaſe your felicity by a 
| little ſupplemental anecdote which 1 
7 picked up, ina tete-a-tete with Mrs. Mor- 
ton, when the interview in the library 
was over, 


Almeria 


* 
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Almeria, not imaging that her fe- 
city could be poſſibly increaſed by 
uy ſubſequent. information, looked - at | 
her mother as if ſhe wondered at her 
br entertaining ſo ſtrange a ſuppoſition; 
You may ftare at me, my dear, but 
{1am not very much miſtaken in my 
wnjectures you will receive an addition 
þ the pleaſure which you at preſent 
kel, by being told that your lover i is the 
In of Mrs. Morton. 

Are you ſerious, ps SE, ? laid AL 
neria, | 
Never more ſo, my dear. —Have I been 
nong in my conjectures? 
No—madam—I receive indecd an 
additional ſatisfaction from your intelli- 
rence, but you muſt give me leave to 
uminate upon the fingularity of the 
erent, . 
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HEN Morton had taken leave! 
'Y of Mr. Bamſted, he began te 

conſider that the inſtructions to his 
lawyer could not be properly execute 
for want of the diſcovery of his re: 
Name : he, therefore, haſtened back tc 
his mother in order to convince he 
how neceſſary it was to make that dif 
covery without delay. He was ſurprizec 
not to find her in her apartment, con 
cluding that ſhe would have ſtaid at 
home till his return from the hall, a: 
ſhe was ſo much intereſted in his viſit 
to it. He queſtioned Mrs. Woodly ver 
cloſely about her, but could not lear 
_ whither ſhe had directed her ſteps 


The uncertainty concerning her motions 
doubled his perplexity, but as he could 20. 


nol 
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rot be at eaſe till he had ſeen her, he 
t down and ſpent the time in wiſhing 
anxiouſly for her preſence. After hav- 
ug occupied alternately every chair in 
| he room ; after having made frequent 

; qproaches to the window, and ſeveral 


av 
daes to the end of the gravelwalk 
2 fronted the houſe, he ſaw her, at 


iconfiderable diſtance, advancing home- 
nrds : but not having a ſufficient ſtock 


re; | | 
r patience to enable him to wait for 
hed er near approximation, he flung open 


he outer gate, and, as he was naturally. 
hyikt· footed, ſoon came up to her 
Von did he come up to her, but not 
1 Mon was he in a condition to make 
linſelf intelligible for want of breath. 

vin Mrs. Morton, attributing his expedi- 
ver ben to his: flial'affetion, and not to 
earn ny particular impulſe, deſired him not 
o be in a hurry.— But J am in à great 
tion burry, replied he, with difficulty pro- 
ould _ thoſe words : after the delivery 
not H 2 : >. "306 


= 


of which he was forced, in ſpite of his 


vigorous. 


long ſtruggled for emiſſion, ſhe, ſmiling, 


my happineſs. 


am very ready to encourage your grati 
tude to a gentleman who has, I firml 
believe, been actively inſtrumental ir 
forwarding your felicity. 
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impatience, to ſtay a few moments, till 
the powers of articulation became more 


'When he had imparted what had fo 


ſaid to him, O my dear, if you have 
nothing more to. trouble you make 

yourſelf quite eaſy, for the diſcovery 
is over, and Mr. Bamſted's lawyer will, 
you may be aſſured, receive very proper 
inſtructions from him. | 
Well, then, madam, replied he, I am 
thoroughly ſatisfied; and with your 
permiſſion will pay a viſit of gratitude 
to Mr. Shipton, to whom I am cer- 
tainly indebted for the acceleration of 


- 


By all means, ſaid Mrs. 3 1 


Morton 


P — 
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his WY Morton, at the end of this ſpeech, 

bidding his mother adieu, proceeded to 
Mr. Shipton's houſe, but having, from 
the multitude of his ideas turned down 
lane which he ſhould have avoided, 
he found himſelf, to his great ſurprize, 


he never beheld before. He then diſ- 
wrered the miſtake which he had com- 
nitted, but, as there was always ſome- 
thing in gothic architecture which ſtruck 
lis eye, he could not help making ad- 
unces to the building in view, in order 
þ take a ſurvey of it. It was not, 
lowever,-an idle curioſity which urged 
lim to advance: he had miſſed the 
mad to Mr. Shipton's, and he really 
would not tell what courle to ſteer with- 
Wt a prompter. | N 
On, therefore, he went, in order to ex- 
fore the antiquated manſion, and to ac- 
qure knowledge concerningthe face of the 
wuntry to which he was quite a ſtranger, 
— Having 


jithin fight of a gothic edifice which 
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Having been informed by an huſband. 
man whom he met, that the (building 
which he approached was Moſs-Abbey, 
the rural habitation of Colonel Froome, 
he felt an inſtantaneous Pleaſure, be. 


cauſe he was in hopes of hearing about 


his amiable - friends at Roſe-Place there, 
as the Bloſſoms and the Froomes were, 
he knew acquainted, though the former 
had not paid vifits to, or received them 
from the latter, while he reſided with 
them : intending, if he gained no intelli- 


- gence about Sir Harry or any of the 


family, to ſend a meſſenger with a letter 
to Charles to give a full account of 

himſelf and his proceedings, which he 
had no inclination to do till he had 


brought his love- affairs to a criſis: that 


is, till his deſigns were either crowned 
with ſucceſs, or totally defeated. 
Thus animated, he moved towards 
the Abbey with alacrity : as ſoon as be 
DOOR _ bell return a ſolemn 


- ſound, 


ſound, tones of a very different kind 


he perceived galloping at a ſmall diſ- 


friend's lively hilloa, he ſaw him-advance 
a toute bride with the higheſt delight, 


city of voice. 


bim, where have you been all this while, 
where have you concealed yourſelf ? 
And, as ſoon as he diſmounted, I am 
| heartily rejoiced, continued he, to em- 
brace you again I would have followed 
you yeſterday immediately, on the peru- 


al of the note which you left upon your 


table, into this part of the country, be- 
ing pretty well affured that Crab-Hall 


was the point you had in view; but 


my regard for Lady Bloſſom, who had 
« few unreaſonable fears about my ſafety, 


H-4 prevented 
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ſaluted his ear, for they iſſued from 
the throat of his friend Charles, whom 


* : 
— 


n > 


tance from him. Cheared with his 


and anfwered his hilloa . B viva 


My dear Dormer, ſaid Bloſſom, when | 
he arrived within an hundred yards of 
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prevented me from proſecuting my in- 

tentions. I thought myſelf, however, 
very happy in fcheming a viſit to this 
old ſtructure, that I might ride about 
the environs, and have a chance to 
_ penetrate into your retreat: I was lil 
happier, not only in finding my ſcheme 
generally approved of, but in hearing 
. my father order the poſt-coach to be 
ready for us very early this morning, 
But the ſchemes of us poor mortals are 
frequently demoliſhed by unforeſeen ac- 
cidents.—Lady Bloſſom, who, though 
poſſeſſed of many valuable qualities, is, 
you know, ſubject to mutability, felt 
; ſuch a ſudden averſion to the journey, 
when the coach came to the door, that 
neither Sir H arry's rhetoric, nor mine, 
nor that of Mrs. Haynes, who was in- 
vited to be of our party, could con- 
quer it: and ſome hours were ſpent, 
but in vain, to induce her to - reliſh an 


excurſion which would not only prove 
ſo 


re- 
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ove 
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ſo beneficial to hev by the change of air, 


but be rendered more ſo by the con- 
verſation of her agreeable friends at the 
Abbey. I gave up the journey in my 


own mind, but a lucky thought of Sir 


Harry's, who pitied my diſappointment, 
re-elevated my ſpirits —After having dif- 


miſſed the coach, he ſaid, in a whiſper 


to me, Suppoſe Charles we take a ride 


over to Sir _ Jaſper's and ſpend the re- 


mainder of the day with him ? Your mo- 


ther will have no objections to your 


going to ſee your miſtreſs; you may 


with eaſe make a viſit to the Abbey 
from Tatton-Farm, 
me in the evening. Though you will 
not have much time to ſpend with the 
colonel, you may perhaps learn ſome 
news about Dormer. Accordingly I am 
here, and once more aſſure you that TI 
am moſt fincerely rejoiced to ſee you. — 


But tell me before we enter this hoſpi- 


table manſion, have you any hopes? 


Hs Tam” 


and return with 
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I am far more happy, replied Morton, 


than I expected to be—but I have no 
leiſure now to be particular in my com- 
munications. Every thing is ſettled 
between Mr. Bamſted and me: and I 
am in a fair way to be the happieſt of 
Human beings. I have a great deal to 
diſcloſe to you, but you muſt be con- 
tented with what 1 have mentioned. 
Since: my departure from Roſe-Place, 1 

have met with. ſtrange occurrences, by 
having milled the road to the, place to 
which I was going: I ſtrayed to this 


venerable dwelling, which I had never 


ſeen before, but when I was informed 
by an honeſt huſbandman that it was 
Moſs-Abbey, I attacked the bell in 
hopes of hearing intelligence concerning 
the good friends from whom I had re- 
moved myſelf. As I have now had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you, I have no 

panel. with the colonel; and as ſome 
affairs 
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affairs of importance have been neg- 
lected by the error which I committed 
when I wandered out of the right path, 

you will, I truſt, excuſe me for wiſhing 
you a good day without being more 
explicit : — Adieu, dear Charles; and 
carry my beſt reſpects to Sir Harry 

J will very ſoon diſpatch a meſſenger 
to you at Roſe-Place with a minute 
detail of the tranſactions in which I 1 
have been concerned ſince I left it. 

When the moſt cordial adieus were 
exchanged, the two friends parted from 
each other with mutual aſſurances that 
nothing ſhould* weaken the friendſhip 
which: had fo long ſubſiſted nn 
between them. 1325 
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eee 
CHAP. v. 


OR TON, Lo been 1 
by his friend how to recover the 
road to Mr. Shipton's, (for Charles was 
as well acquainted with all the roads 
in the country as the ſurveyor of them) 
proceeded towards that geatleman's 
houſe, full of reflections on the unex- 
pected rencontre, but without forgetting 
the inſtructions which he had received. 
He found Mr. Shipton at home, and 
met with a brotherly reception: but 
when he began to talk of gratitude, obli- 
gations, and acknowledgments, he was 
thus interrupted by him: My dear 
ſir, ſaid Mr. Shipton, I beg you would 
not embarraſs me in this manner, by 
over-rating my little ſervices, 


- They 


k 
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They have been great ſervices, fir, 


replied Morton, for to them I conſider 
myſelf ultimately indebted for the ſuc- 


ceſsful viſit I made this morning to 


Mr. Bamſted. What you mentioned 
concerning me at the hall, before my 


arri val there, I cannot certainly ſay, but 


] have all the reaſon in the world to 


believe that it was very much in my 


favour, and that Mr. Bamſted was inks: 


much ſwayed by it. | 
I am ſincerely glad, anſwered Mr. 
Shipton, that what I did mention had 


the intended weight, becauſe I had 


Miſs Bamſted's felicity at heart, becauſe 


I knew that you were abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to that felicity, and becauſe I really 


thought that you were every way de- 


- 


ſerving of her ö 


This ſpeech of Mr. Shipton's, affectell 
Morton ſo much, that, in ſpite of the 


embargo laid upon his lips, he could 
not help giving vent to the effuſions 


of 
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of his N Pardon me, ſir, ſaid he, 
if J affront your delicacy by declaring 
my obligations. to you: the man who 
not only relinquiſhes the woman of his 
wiſhes, when he may marry her againſt 
her conſent, meerly for the ſake of her 
- happineſs, but endeavours to increaſe 
that happineſs by warmly eſpouſing the 
cauſe of his rival, is ſurely entitled to 
the moſt grateful acknowledgments, 
Without waiting for a reply, he then 
took leave .of Mr. Shipton, who was 
charmed with his gratitude, though he 
had oppoſed the expreſſion of it, and 
haſtened to the. cottage from which he 
had been ſo much longer than. he de- 
ſigned to have been detained. 
When the humble habitation appear- 
ed, his eyes were, by inſenſible attrac- 
5 tion, directed to the window of his 
mother's apartment, at which, as he 
advanced, he deſcried her bringing 
near the diſtant views around her with a 
. 
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refleQing teleſcope. At the ſight of 
that optical inftrument the Summer- 
Houſe proſpect at Roſe· Place ruſhed 
upon his memory, when the beauties 
of Miſs Bamſted's perſon firſt. engaged 
his attention. Remembrance added new 
force to the flame which love had 


kindled in his boſom, and made him 
wiſh with new ardor for the completion 


of his deſires. Thoroughly ſatisfied, 


however, with the favourable ſituation 4 


of his affairs, he felt only that kind 
of tumultuous inquietude which natu- 
rally diſturbs our repoſe till the throb- 


bings of hope are deadened by fruition. 


When he approached the gate, his 
mother met him with a mixture of 
joy and anxiety in her countenance 
finely expreſlive of maternal ſenſibility. 
Where, where have you been ſo long, 
my dear ſon? ſaid ſhe, with a hurrying . 
accent: how. could you make ſo tedi- 
ous a ** 22 when you 
"gf might 
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es rationally have imagined that : 
thould be alarmed at it ? 

1+ To theſe fond queries, and tender 
chidings, Morton ſoon gave his mother 


very ſatisfactory anſwers, and occaſion- 


ed a circulation of more chearful ideas 
than thoſe which had occupied her 
mind during his abſence. 

When they were both ſeated, Mrs. 
Morton told her ſon that, growing im- 
patient for his return, ſhe had ſent 


Mrs. Woodly's ſervant to borrow Mr. 


Bamſted's teleſcope, in order to amuſe 
herſelf by increaſing the pleaſures of 
ſight, and to leſſen the irkſomeneſs of 
expedctation. With the teleſcope, added 
ſhe, I received a moſt kind meſſage both 
from Mr. and Mrs. Bamſted; to let me 
know that Almeria had never made a 


more comfortable meal, and that if ſhe 


continued to mend ſo faſt, they ſhould 
in a ſhort time conſent to an interview 
between her and you, | 


What 


2 e. of = mg = Þ 
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What a delightful meſſage! cried Mor- 
ton in a tranfport. Forgive me} madam, 
if I am too ecſtatic in my motions, too 
rapturous in my. expreſſions - But you 
have made me ſo joyous by this laſt 
piece of intelligence, that I ſhall not, I 
doubt, be able to bear it with a mode - 
rated behaviour. What have lovers to 


do with moderation ? Lovers like me are 


not to be controuled by it. You ſmile, 
madam, at the intemperance of my car- 
riage, but I hope that the ſtrength of my 


paſſion will apologize for it. Were 1 


not ſtrongly affected by hearing of Miſs 
Bamſted's increaſing health, I ſhould not 
deſerve the honour which ſhe does me, 
by making me believe that I am 1 
to her happineffss. 

Well, my dear, ſaid Mrs. Morton, 
laughing out, you have, I confeſs, made 


a very admiſſible excuſe for the airineſs 
of 88 5 carriage, and have plainly con- 


vinced 


e 
nne 


n 
„ 
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vinced me by it, that this fumes of 
love have not yet n your un- 


ene, 


| $4$900$96404 54050445 


CHAP. VI. 


1 extremely, I may add, extrava- 
gantly, rejoiced to hear, upon his com- 
ing down to his mother's apartment 


to (breakfaſt, that they were both de- 


ſired to dine at Crab-Hall that day. 


The invitation was animating, but it 
ſpoiled his morning-repaſt. His ſpirits 


were in ſuch a flutter about Almeria 
that he could hardly keep his ſeat till 
the tea things were removed, and the 
hours he thought, dragged heavily away. 
till his mother deemed it proper to {ct 
out to the hall, though he had endea- 


voured 


0 HE next morning, Morton was 


Mr. MorTon'and M/s BAaMsSTED. 163 
voured to {ſhorten his uneaſineſs * 
writing to Roſe· Place. 


Mr. Bamſted, being quite WY 
from his ſhock, from which he felt no 


ill effects, went to meet Mrs. Morton, 


before ſhe had aſcended the flight of 


ſteps before his hauſe, and conducted 


her into it with an air which ſhewed 
how much pleaſure the alliance in agi- 
tation gave him. He had, for ſome 
time, conceived prejudices in her fa- 
your, from the propriety of her beha- 
viour, anti the proofs Which ſhe ex- 


hibited of talents ſuperior to the ma- 


jority of her ſex, and the appearance 
of her fon, in ſo genteel a ſtyle of life, 
tended to render her doubly reſpe&a- 
ble in his eyes. How much are our 
opinions about people nee by 
their circumſtances ! 

While he conducted Mrs. Morton 
into the houſe, Mrs. Bamſted did not 
let her ſon 3 unregarded, but 


turned 
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turned her head frequently to ſay ſome- 
thing calculated to make his boſom's 
load fit light upon his throne.” When 
they came into the drawing room, Mrs, 
Bamſted was ready to receive her gueſts, 
and the falutations which paſſed between 
her and them were as e as they 
were polite. | 
While thoſe TOAD were going 
t 8 Mr. Bamſted ſtepped out of 
the 1 but in a ſhort time returned 
with Almeria in his hand: advancing 
with her to Mr. Morton, he ſaid, Here, 
- ir, is the lady for whom you have diſ- 
covered ſo true a regard, and of whoſe 
prepoſſeſſions in your favour I now 
- approve, (though I ſtrongly oppoled 
them, ) becauſe 1 do not think that her 


e ſteem can exceed your merit. 


Morton, though his ſoul was glad- 
dened at the ſight of Almeria, after the 
numerous conflicts which he had en- 
dured on her account, was not prepared 
| | "1K 


Mr. MoxTon and N BAUsTrED. 163 


for her introduction to him, nor in ſo. © 
lind a manner by Mr. Bamſted, was 
overwhelmed, at once, with joy and with 
confuſion. He bluſhed, and with a ſtam- 
mering voice replied, The happineſs 
which I feel at this inſtant, fir, from the 
appearance of Miſs Bamſted, and from 
your flattering behaviour upon the oc- 
caſion, cannot be deſcribed in adequate 
expreſſions ; I can only ſay that it ſhall "1 
be the ſtudy of my future life to de- | "a 
ſerve the ſentiments which you at pre- 1 
ſent entertain in my behalf. Turning | WT: 
then towards Almeria, with an inten- Ws | 
dered look, he bowed gracefully to her, 
and after having told her with a flexure 
of his voice which forcibly. denoted 
earneſtneſs, that it gave him the higheſt 
pleaſure to ſee her recovered from her 
dangerous indiſpoſition, begged her to be- 
lieve thet he would do every thing in 1 N 
his power to prevent the decreaſe of e 
that eſteem with which ſhe, diſtinguiſh- 
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ing him from the reſt of his ber ho- 
nowred/him/ ot 
The mixed emotions in e 
gentle breaſt, obſtructed the utterance 
of a reply either to her father or to her 
lover: the ſwells of filial gratitude and 


female ſenſibility, were too violent to 


ſuffer her to expreſs what ſhe felt thro 
the channel of fpeech. She was melted 
by the kind behaviour of them both, 
and as her mother ſtood cloſe to her, 
threw her fond arms over her neck, 
kiſſed it ſeveral times, and then caſed 
her full heart by a flood of tears. 

While ſhe was in this affecting atti- 


tude, a ſervant came in to announce 


the arrival of Mr. Shipton, which rouzed 


her from it, and greatly relieved her 
by making a reply unneceſſary : the en- 
trance of that gentleman turned the 


converſation upon general topics, and 
gave Almeria time to render herſelf 


in A condition to partake of it. Mr. 
Shipton, 


* 


Shipton, gueſſing at the firſt! glance 
of his eye when he entered the room, 


till then, ſince matters had been ad- 
juſted to their mutual ſatisfaction, and 
pitying the delicate embaraſſment of 
Almeria; when he had paid his compli- 
ments aggregately, he told Mr. Bamſted 
a drole ſtory about a little piece of galan- 
try in rural life; which had juſt been 
communicated to him, and exceedingly 
diverted the company with it: even 
Almeria could' not help ſmiling through 
the laſt tears which trembled in her 
gliſtening eyes. 

Politeneſs and' mY humour went 
round the table till the manceuvres of it 
were fiſhed. Soon after the removal 
of the glaſſes, which did not make their 
appearance a great while, as thoſe who 
were left to the exerciſe of them were 
not deep drinkers, a meſſage was diſ- 
patched to the ladies to propoſe a re- 
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that the lovers had not ſeen each other 


meeting f 
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madam, replied he, the ſpot on which 
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meeting in the Cradle-Walk in the gar- 
den, as the afternoon was very ſunny: 
the propoſal was received with pleaſure, 


and with as much pleaſure complied 
with. 


In the Cradle-Walk, therefore, they 


3 were all, in a few minutes aſſembled, 
and the beauties of nature blooming 
around chem afforded fo much delight 


to them by their colouring and their 


| fragrance that the converſation inſenſibly 


became local. 
Mrs. Bamſted, as they ſauntered 


along, having aſked Mr. Morton, who 
had expreſſed himſelf in a rapturous 
manner at the ſight of ſome very fine . 
double larkſpurs, if he had not a taſte 


for plants as well as flowers, and re- 


ceived an affirmative anſwer, recom- 


mended to his notice a myrtle of Alme- 
Tia's own railing, to which ſhe pointed 
at a ſmall diſtance. I ſee, perfectly well, 


it 


— 
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it ſtands, but I hope that Miſs Bamſted 
will accompany me to it, becauſe there 
are ſeveral plants in that corner with 
which T am unacquainted, and, from 
the ſpecimens which ſhe has given of 
her botanical knowledge, I ſhall be very 
glad to improve myſelf in the ſame 
knowledge under her inſtructions. 
Turning to Almeria, when he had 
finiſhed his ſpeech to Mrs. Bamſted, and 
not reading a refuſal in her looks, he 
reſpectfully offered his hand to lead her 
down a flope, which ſhe accepted of 


luctance, as the looks of thoſe, whoſe 
apparent diſlike would have ſufficiently 
checked her inclination, were moſt _ 
ably encouraging. 

When they had paced along PERS, 
and in filence, till they came within a 
few yards of the Myrtle, How have I 


ſuch charming moments as theſe, that I 
Vor. II. I might 


with a modeſt air, without the leaſt re- 


longed, my dear Almeria, ſaid he, for 


$49 1% j U 
1 f 
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might pour out my fond ſoul, and tell 
you what exquiſite felicity I enjoy ?— 
but I want words to expreſs it—If your 
flence proceeds from the ſame cauſe, 
that felicity is complete. 

Then it is complete, replied ſhe, lift- 


ing up her eyes ſtrongly expreſſive of 


tenderneſs, and then throwing them 
down with a balliful timidity, for my 
inability to ſpeak really arifes from the 
_ extremity of my happineſs —Oh Mr. 
Morton — I cannot go on — ſuppoſe 1 
| Have ſaid all that you wiſhed me to 

Fay. 8 

Sweet ſounds? replied he, with a 
ſpirited pronunciation of thoſe mono- 


Fllables; the ſweeteſt founds that I 1 


ever heard: - and this, continued he, 
is the ſweeteſt myrtle I ever ſaw, be- 
cauſe your lovely hands contributed to 
make it appear with ſo much beauty. 
Thus having faid, he plucked a ſprig 
and preſented it to her as an emblem of 
n 
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friendſhip, with an elegant compliment 
adapted to the occaſion; and ſhe In 
return, gave a ſprig to him, not with- 
out a little appropriated ſpeech. Trifles 
in the nnn... 
importance. 

Morton, then, overflowing with grati- 
tude as well as love made proper men- 
tion of Mrs. Shipton, by aſſuring Alme- 
ria that he attributed the happy altera- 
tion in her father's ſentiments to his 
friendly offices, and that he ſhould al- 
ways have an high * of the a 
neſs of his heart. 

Almeria, ho had alſo been ie 
from the communications which ſhe had 
received from her mother, that Mr. 
Shipton had behaved with uncommon 
honour and generoſity, ſpoke very hand- 
ſomely of him, and ſaid that ſhe ſhould 
always think of him as he dic. 

When the lovers returned to the 

of W Cradle-Walk, Mr. Shipton, ſeeing them 


0 1 2 advance 


ITT 
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advance with their ſprigs in their hands, 
took hold of Mr, Bamſted's arm, and 
ſaid, Look fir, what a pretty fight comes 
moving this way.—Did you ever ſee a 
more ſtriking picture of friendſhip adorn- 
ed with its proper ſymbols ? 

This lively ſpeech from Mr. Shipton 
accifioned a general ſmile, and Mr. 
Bamſted ſcemed to enjoy the proſpedt of 
his daughter's conjugal felicity with a 
ſatisfaction truly parental. 

When Morton had thanked Mrs. 
Bamſted in the politeſt terms for having 
given him an opportunity to acquire 
ſo much judgment in plants in ſo agree- 
able a manner, he told her, ſmiling, 
that he was afraid he ſhould never puz- | 
zle Miſs Bamſted in gardening. 

The arrival of a ſervant to inform 
Mrs. Morton that a gentleman waited 
at her apartment to ſee her upon buſi- 
neſs of conſequence, threw her into a 


wondering 


9 
* 


ſcene was ſhifted immediately by * 
conſent of the company. 


CHAP. VII 
M RS. Morton was ready to ſink to 


the floor with ſurprize and joy 
when ſhe ſaw her couſin Belton, the 
amiable ſon of her cruel uncle, approach 
her when ſhe entered the parlour. - 

He came ſmiling up to her, and told 
her that he thought himſelf particularly 
fortunate in having accidentally ſtopped 
at that cottage to ſpeak with Farmer 
Woodly, for that upon enquiring into 
the ſtate of his family, Mrs. Woodly had 
given him the wiſhed-for information. 
I have been rambling about, madam, 
continued he, during the laft half year, 
m ſearch of you, that I might acquaint 


. I 3 you 


Mr. Mon rom and Miſs BAMSTED. 173 | 


wondering attitude, and the garden- 
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= with the happy wn in or 
affair s. 
I am quite at a loſs, fs ſaid Mrs. 
Morton, to develop the meaning of your 
words —but I feel a pleaſure which I 
cannot expreſs at the ſight of you, after 
the injurious treatment which I have 
received from your father, becauſe I 
am well aſſured that you would not 
have acted ſo unjuſt a part. 
My father, madam, replied he (I am 


ſorry to reproach his memory) acted, 


indeed with regard to you, a baſe, a 
criminal part The weakneſſes of a pa- 


rent may be palliated, but the crimes of 


a parent ought not, ſurely, to be defend- 
ed by his children. I wiſh I could ſay 
that my father died repentant for what 
he had done, becauſe he would then, 
J truſt, have ordered reſtitution to be 
made, as ſome atonement for his former 
iniquities: but he died impenitent 
; I was 


Wa 


I was filled, madam, continued Mr. 
Belton, with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 
when upon examining my father's papers 
I found my uncle's will. 

Will! cried Mrs. Morton hafſtily—T 
was told that my father left no will. 

Here it is, madam, continued he, 
putting it into her hand; he left his 
whole fortune to you after the death of 
my aunt, and as you have been fo long 
kept out of the poſſeſſion of her joyn- 
ture, and of the feveral ſums mention- 
ed in my uncle's will, I have much to 
refund, which I ſhall do with the high- 
eſt ſatisfaction. I only wiſh, my dear 
couſin, that I had diſcovered your re- 
treat ſogner, becauſe I fear that you have 
been embarraſſed in your circumſtances 
ſince the death of my amiable mother, 
of whoſe deceaſe I heard with true 
concern, as I knew that while the: 
lived you would not be den de aher! 
lute * 1 

; I 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Morton, after having lifted up 


her moiſtened eyes to heaven, in a man- 
ner which forcibly expreſſed her un- 
feigned acknowledgments to the great 
giver of all good things, for ſo unex- 
petted an event, replied, She was in- 
deed an amiable woman, and you in- 
herit her virtues—Oh ! fir, continued 
the, my heart is ſo full, that I cannot 
thank you as I ought. 
I am entitled, madam, interrupted 
he, to no thanks, I have only done my 
duty. * 
Hie then made an enquiry into the 
preſent ſtate of her affairs, and begged 
her to let him know if ſhe wanted any 
immediate aſſiſtance. 1 
That requeſt gave her an opportunity 
to relate the adventures which ſhe met 
with after the death of her dear aunt, 
and the happy concluſion of them, by 
e benevolence of Mrs. Bamſted. 
After having related her own adven- 
N tures 
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tures ſhe detailed thoſe of her ſon, and 
cloſed her narrative with the higheſt 
encomiums on the families at Roſe- 
Place and Crab-Hall, not forgetting the 
worthy Mr. Shipton in her panegyrics. 
By what I have told you, my dear 
couſin, added ſhe, you may believe 
that I am in a happy ſituation ; I ſhould 
indeed be ungrateful to Providence if 
I murmured at my lot, but ſtill, while 
I am uncertain about the fate of Mr. 
Morton, I cannot taſte pure felicity/ 
Notwithſtanding all the ill-uſage which 
I have received from him, I cannot 
drive him either from my memory or 
my heart: — Had I not heard of his 
repentance, perhaps, I ſhould have been. 
more eaſy concerning him, but now I 
muſt be anxious when he employs _ 
thoughts. 
Mr. Belton, after having declared in 
the moſt affectionate terms the ſatisfac- 
tion which: he felt at the happy con- 


I 5 cluſion 


dluſion of her adventures, and of her a 
fon's, and wiſhed that her felicity might t 
be compleated by the arrival of his t 

couſin Morton; took his leave, but not 1 
without promiſing to call upon her in a 
a few days, in order to wait on her to V 
London, and to inveſt her with the for- t 
tune of which ſhe had been ſo long, h 
and fo unjuſtly deprived. d 
, FE 0 

Ww 

8! 

CHAP. VIII. fr 

in 

RS. Moron, when 1 . ſo 
packet which be had lis into her fri 


hands ; 'in which ſhe found her fathers | "he 
will and her mother's joynture: by the da 
firſt ſhe came into the.. poſſeſſion of wa 
fifteen thouſand pounds, by the laſt of 
five hundred a *. Pious emotions 
ſwelled i; 


— 
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fwelled her breaſt; gratefal ſenſations 
dimmed her fight. She wept over 
them, at once adoring the decrees of 
Providence, and ſtruck with admiration 
at the generoſity of her couſin's beha- 
viour, who, had he been actuated by 
the corrupt principles which governed 
his. father's conduct, might have ſtill 
detained the joynture by the ſtrength 
of his opulence, and have ſeoreted the 
will in order to increaſe his wealth. 

In this weeping ſituation her ſon, who 
grew impatient at her abſence from her 
friends, found her, and when he was 
informed of the cauſe of her tears, his 
ſoul was ſo much ſhaken by the intelli- 
gence, that the drops of fympathy ſtarted 
from his eyes. * Gracious heaven cried 
he, with an ecſtatic elevation of his 
claſped hands, how inſcrutable are thy 
ways, but how adorable is thy wiſdom, 
and how infinite is thy goodneſs ! 
EN this ſhort addreſs to the deity, he 
„E n tenderl/ 


| 
4 
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| tenderly embraced his amiable parent, 
and humbly prayed that ſhe might long 
hve to enjoy the bleſſings which were 
ſhowered down upon her in ſuch * 
dance. 

HBleſſings, indeed, my dear ſon, come 
thick upon me, but the enjoyment of 
them. will be interrupted whenever I 
think about your penitent father.— Oh 
that he was with me to * of 
my acquiſitions}  _ 

Think not, ati KY too. LG 
anxiety about my father :—the various 
and aſtoniſhing changes in human af- 
fairs are often ſufficient to depreſs the 
ſallies of hope, but they are as often 
ſufficient to diſcourage the gloomy hug: 
geſtions of deſpair. 
He then, to prevent the indulgence of 
eber, reflections, told her that he 
was deſired by all the company whom 
. Hall to bring her 
_y—_ as ſoon as her buſineſs was. dif- 

BT, CE "IO 


2 
12 
3% 


patched. —Come, madam, continued he, 
let us go back to our friends; they will, 
J am ſure, be very much diſappointed 
if I return to them without you, — The 
juſtneſs of his ſentiments made an im- 
preſſion upon her mind, and his filial 
aſſiduity gladdened her hearts ſhe lock- 
ed up the papers in her eſcrutore and 
complied with his requeſt. 


returned to Crab-Hall, the latter 
made a very ſubſtantfal apology for the 
abſence of the former, by relating the 
buſineſs which had detained her from it. 
The moſt cordial congratulations fok 
lowed that apology, and Mr. Shipton 
was not leſs ſincere in his expreſſions 
of joy upon the occaſion than thoſe who 
. | | ; were 
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HEN Mrs. Morton and her ſon 
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were more immediately intereſted in 
Mrs. Morton's good fortune. After hav- 


ing ſpent the evening in elegant mirth, 
and with unaffected ſatisfaction, Morton 


Frag] re· conducted 2 excellent u her 


1 e- 

Towards noon the next Pay, Morton 
received a letter from his friend Charles, 
in anſwer to that which he had diſ- 
patched to him, wherein he gave him a 
full account of his affairs: the ſheet 
from Roſe-Place contained the — 
lines. * 


To James Mon rox, EJq. 


Dear Morton 


I am truly rejoiced to find 8 
matters are in fo agreeable a train: 
after the agitation, in which you left us, 
you miſt certainly feel a moſt delici- 
ous flutter of ſpirits on the. ſucceſsful 
interview with Mr. Bamſted.— But 1 
34 mult 


wt * - 0 
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muſt quarrel wich yo a little notwith- 
ſtanding. How could yo be fo ex- 
tremely cloſe about the adventures which 
you met with before I was fo fortunate- 4\n 
ly reſcued by your courage and addreſs ? 1 by” 
Surely, the concealment of them, of your bi! 
connettions, and of your name was not 
kind, when you was aſſured of my 
friendly diſpoſitions? However, as you 
had, I ſuppoſe, ſome private reaſons for 
not making ſuch diſcoveries, I am very 
ready to forgive your not entruſting 
me with all the ſecrets of your heart. 
As your affairs at the Hall go on fo 
ſwimmingly, I hope that you will not 
| deem it at all neceſſary to poſtpone the 
completion of your happineſs with Miſs 

Bamſted, when the requiſite prepara- 88 
CE for your nuptials are finiſhed. £ 4 
Shipton has behaved like an angel: but fr 
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The preparatidfis forymy matrimonial | 
exhibition Will be in a ſhort time con- 
cluded: promiſe to accelerate the peo- 
ple concerned on your ſide, 1 Wwe 
will tart together. © oh 

Vour friends here are as . at- 
tached to you as ever, and joyed over 
that part of your narrative in which 
the felicity of your preſent ſituation 
was ſtrongly: expreſſed. Sir Harry and 
Lady Bloſſom defire to be affectionately 
remembered; and Mrs. Haynes hopes 
not. to be forgotten. As for myſelf, 1 
ſhall ſay nothing. If this letter will 
not prove the ſincerity of my friendſhip; W 
I have blunted; my pen to.no purpoſe 
in writing it. Adieu. 


C. . 


The peruſal of his ſriend Bloſfſom's 
lively letter gave Morton a great deal 
of pleaſure, and the communication. of 
its . contents gave his mother alſo no 

= ſmall 


* * 


1 1 * 
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all ſatisfaction, who, reflected with the 45 


moſt grateful delight upan the uncom- 
mon kindneſſes he had received at * 
Has. ++: 

While Morton was re. peruſing his 
friend” s epiſtle, with an additional avidi- 
ty, Mr. Belton arrived very unexpeQed- 
ly, as he had told his | couſin that he 
had taken leave of her for a few days. 

There ſeemed to be an impatience in 
his looks, as he deſcended from his 
chaiſe as if he had ſomething of impor- 
tance to deliver. He appeared with a 
gravity upon his countenance, but it re- 
ſembled that which is ſometimes aſſumed 
to check a riſing joy. 

When Mr. Belton. had paid. TM com- 
pliments to Mr. Morton, and was ſeated, 
he began in the following manner ; ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Morton :!—At 
my departure from you, madam, yeſter- 
day, I did not imagine that I ſhould 
W have made you a whe o ſoon, but 
1 „Aben 
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when I have ated - the vets | 


which I met with before J reached my 
own houſe, you will not vs furpetie 
$ | nf re- appearance this morning.— 
to-keep. gon in Men, madam ; w 
in through N—— I was ſeized At 
on a ſudden with ſuch a giddineſs in pe 
my Read, that I could not proceed I, la 
therefore, ſtopped at the firſt inn I ſo 
came to after the ſeizure, till the giddi- at 
neſs went ol. am frequently troubled to 
Vith little vertigos, but they never con- 
tinne a great while. There is a regi- 

ment quartered at . Several ſol- | 
| diers were accomodated-at che houſe at on 
which I alighted. £7 
Juſt when I was Gain into my co 
carriage, recovered from the diſorder on 
which had detained me, I heard one of thi 
the ſoldiers ſalute his comrade by the tio 
name of Morton. Turning to look at int 
the man ſo ſaluted, I was ftruck with his : 
air and . ans could not help BW he 

41 4 going 
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going back to the xgom which I had - ij 
quitted, nor refrain from ſending for 7 
im, to queſtion him concerning his 2M 
family. You will eafily believe me, 
Aurprized to find him to be the very 
perſon whoſe abſence you have fo long 
lamented: yes, madam, 'the commor 
ſoldiex who had fo much attracted my 
attention, whs indeed, . — Mor- 
ton. 

Thank 8 cried Mrs. Morton, 
in a tranſport,” then I fall be bleſſed 
indeed But go on, e 


* 


on fir. | : 
When he came into the room, we re- 
cognized each other immediately, and 
embraced each other as friends upon 
their meeting after a tedious ſepara- = 
tion, O fir, faid I, what drove you i 4 
into this wretched way of life ? 2 
Numerous diſappointments, replied 
he, briefly ; and accumulated diſtreſſes. 
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He then ſighed, turned his head fide, | 


and covered his eyes with his hand. 
There was a melancholy dignity in 
his manner which touched me extreme- 
ly, and compaſſion tied up my tongue. 
After a ſhort pauſe he thus went on:. 
My diſtreſſes have been numerous, fir, 
but T have deſerved them all, becaufe 1 
forced the moſt amiable of women 
and of wiyes, by the cruelty of my be- 
haviour to her, to abandon me. From 
that time, I have enjoyed no peace of 
mind, and much do I now fear that 
1 ſhall carry my griefs with me to the 
grave. 

Here he ſighed heavily- again, and 
locked as if his conſcience ſmote him 
ſeverely for his paſt offences. 

Give not encouragement, fir, replied 
I, pitying his deſpairing condition, but 
afraid of ſhocking his ſpirits too much 
by an abrupt diſcovery, to ſuch gloomy 
 refleftions ; Mrs. Morton may be ſtill 

| alive, 


nee though your enquiries after her 
have been unſucceſsful. | 


Could I but hear of her being ſtill 
alive, ſaid he, with an eagerneſs of 
ſpeech, I would fly immediately to throw 
myſelf at her feet, and implore her 


ceived from me, from me who ought 
to havg, been the fondeſt, the tendereſt, 
the moſt indulgent huſband to her.— 
O, ſir, continued he, claſping my hand 
in his, ſhe was a pattern for her ſex: 
but blinded by a paſſion for another 
woman, every way her inferior, her 
beauties grew leſs and leſs attractive in 
my eyes, and her virtues had leſs and 
leſs power to charm me. But why do I 
revive ſcenes which I ſhould rather 


d viſh to bury in oblivion, ſince the re- 
ut WH vival of them will only * 88 
ch brain? 1 4 - 

ny There was a diſtraction in 3 Mor- 
ul ton's mein at the cloſe of his laſt ſpeech 
ve, | which 
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pardon for the injuries which ſhe re- 
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ing intelligence ? 


1 for another diſappointment war 9 
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which made me not yet willing to de- 
clare abruptly that you were alive. L = = 
therefore, only told him that I had rea- m 


fon to believe he would: be rendered E: 
happy by ſome bag about you be 
in a ſhort time. 28 | 


„ 3.51%: 1: 
Ab! fir, replied: he, I dare not to | 
flatter. myſelf with fuch hopes. From 
whom ſhould I receive ſuch rent 


From e with a dy 
accent.. 

From you, fir? ſaid gt with an 
amazed aſpect; Pray don't abuſe me 


unhinge me. 

To convince you, clas: I, that I 
am in earneſt, I had the pleaſure of th, 
ſeeing Mrs. Morton yeſterday in good Ml fil 
health and happy in her ſituation; un- ad 
happy only from her uncertainty con- VO 
cerning your fate, Lis: 
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Where, where, fir, eried he, impetu- 
ouſly, is the dear, amiable, injured. wo- 
man? — This is joyful news indeed. 
In ow ebe Hh is ſhe to 
* 1 ho informed him ee in 
what manner I diſcovered your retreat: 
by what motives I was urged to make 
a diligent ſearch after you, and what 
paſſed at the interview between us. 

Attention and aftomiſhment were 
blended in his countenance while my 
narration continued, and when I cloſed 
it, he cried out with an ecſtatic exer- 
tion of his voice, A thouſand thanks to 
you, my excellent couſin, for this ani- 
mating news, which has raiſed me from 
the deepeſt dejection, and which has 
filled my breaſt with raptures not to be 
adequately expreſſed by the moſt ner- 
vous language. 

When he had thus given. a looſe to 
„dee firſt effuſions of his over-charged 
heart, 
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heart, I hinted a deſire to be * * 
with the immediate cauſe of his appear- 
ance in a ſtation which could not but 
be extremely mortifying to a man of his 
cultivated nn and refined 
ideas. go. | - 
You make me bluſh; fir, to 8 
that cauſe, but you have a right to be 
informed of it. Reduced to my laſt 
ſhilling by a variety of diſtreſſes which 
ſhall be related to you diſtinctly here- 
after, and ſmarting at the repeated diſ- Wi ex; 
appointments which I had met with, I har 
ſtopped at an alehouſe for a little re- MC 
freſhment, having walked till I was ready thr 
to faint, where I fell in with a recruit- 1 
ing ſerjeant, who, taking the advantage WW my 
of my apparent neceſſities, and frequent till 
expreſſions of deſpondence, worked me pea 
up gradually to intoxication, and then give 
eaſily deprived me of my liberty. When Wl Beſ 
* Iawaked from my delirium I ſtarted to regi 
think of the ſnare into which 1 had ſerti 

138 | been WF \ 
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been drawn, but as I had no hopes olf 
ſeeing either my wife or my ſon again, 
I began to reconcile myſelf to my lot 
degrading as it was, and determined to 
deſerve the applauſes of my ſuperiors 
by the propriety of my behaviour. As 
the regiment into which I was enliſted 
is a marching one, I have been in ſeve- 
ral places abroad, and have viſited 
many parts of my own country. But 
come, my dear couſin, continued he, 
excuſe my not deſcending to particu- 
lars—I am too impatient to ſee Mrs. 
Morton, to deſcribe minutely the ſcenes 
through; which I have paſſed. 

Impatient as you are, replied I, you 
muſt be detained from the fight of her 
till 1 have prepared her for your ap- 
pearance, which way, if unexpected, 
give too violent a ſhock to her ſpirits. 
en Wl Beſides, how can you poſſibly quit the 


to Wl regiment without being * of de- 
ad ſertion? 


en Vor. II. * | Ian, 
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1 can, I believe ſir, ſaid he, give a 
very ſatisfactory anſwer to that not im- 
proper queſtion Our colonel is at pre- 
ſent in the town: he is an humane, 
good - natured man, and will, I dare ſay, 
upon hearing of the great change in 
my affairs, ſign my diſcharge: my place 
will be ſoon filled up, for there are al- 
ways ignorant or profligate young fel - 
lows ready to run into the army. 
Charmed with the hint, I went im- 
mediately to the colonel with him, who 
behaved with the utmoſt politeneſs, and 
as I recognized in him a gentleman 
who had formerly received-a few-civili- 
ties from me at the German Spa, the 
buſineſs on which 1 waited upon was, 
with the leſs difficulty, tranſacted. 
When the colonel had been acquaint- 
ed by Mr. Morton with the diſcovery 
| which had prompted him to . wiſh for 
his diſcharge, and found that we had 
Near connections together, Morton, ſaid 
he 
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be to him; from the firſt time of my 
ſceing you I have thought that you 
never was deſigned by nature for a 
common ſoldier; on your own account 
therefore, and on Mr. Belton's, whoſe 
divilities abroad I have not forgot, 1 
rcleafe you, with pleaſure, from the 
duties of one From this moment 1 
beg” you will be my gueſt till you 
chuſe to take your leave of this town. _ 

Mr. Morton and I were, you may be 
fared; madam, liberal of our acknow- 
:dgments -to the colonel for the gen- 
ility' of his carriage upon the occaſion: 
n conſequence of his requeſt, I left 
Mr. Morton at his quarters, in order to 
complete your happineſs by ee 
our diſquietudes about him. 5 
Here Belton pauſed, and Mrs. Mor- 
bn, after having returned the ſincereſt 
lhanks to heaven for the long wiſhed- 
br intelligence which he had communi- 
ated, aid, to him, with lively accents, 
K 2 vou 
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You have made me, my dear couſin, 
the happieſt of women, and I ſhall ever 
remember this additional * of the 


goodneſs of your heart. 


Morton too was not ſilent: joy en 


led in his eyes, and the tranſported ſon 


appeared in every feature of his face; 
the filial ſenſations which he ſtrongly 
felt, he ſtrongly expreſſed. When he 
had laviſhed praiſes on his coufin for 


the amiableneſs of his whole behaviour, 


he turned to his mother and ſaid, As 
the colonels quarters are not far eff, 


madam, why ſhould we not go directly 


to them ? I am impatient to ſee my fa- 
ther, and you will, I am certain, be 
equally glad to behold him again. 

Mrs. Morton having highly applaud- 
ed her ſon's propoſal, Mr. Belton ac- 
commodated them both in his chaiſe, 


and they ſoon loſt ſight of the cottage. 


CHAP: 


C 
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HEN Belton had driven his 

| Chaiſe into the town of N—— 
— nee, it more prudent to carry 
Mrs. Morton to the inn at which he 
had ſtopped the day before, and to | 
acquaint Mr. Morton with her arrival 
there, than to bring them together | 
abruptly in a public manner. He ac- 


cordingly ſtopped at the Queen's Head, 


and, after having introduced Mrs. Mor- 
ton to a private room, went to the 
colone]'s quarters to conduct her huſband. 
to her. 
3 the pains 3 Bel- ; 
ton had diſcreetly taken to prepare Mrs. | 
Morton for. the 'tender ſcene, ſhe was 
unable to ſuſtain the ſhock which ut 
K 3 occaſioned. 
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occaſioned, She fainted away at the 
fight of him whoſe long abſence ſhe had 
fo affeftionately lamented, . and he, not 
ſeeming to know that his ſon was ſo 
near, flew acroſs -the room to her aſſiſ- 
tance. With the moſt pathetic excla- 
mations he hung over her enamoured, 
and with the fondeſt accents endeavour- 
ed to wake her from her ſwoon.—O my 
_ deareſt, - moſt lovely, moſt - amiable 
Fanny, cried he, preſſing her hand be- 
tween his, uncloſe thy beauteous eyes: 
tis your Harry, your long· abſent huſ- 
band who ſpeaks, and who wiſhes to 
be heard: look up and make me bleſt: 

utter but a ſingle word, and I ſhall be 
doubly ſo. AF 

The latter ſentences having been 
articulated in a louder key than the 
foregoing ones; Mrs. Morton diſcovered 
ſigus which prognoſticated the return of 
her ſenſes, and in a few moments ſhe 


Tegained the poiſeſſion of them.—Gaz- 


ing 


th 8 


I x: &@ ww © > 3,0 © = 
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ſhe ſtarted from her chair, flang her 
arms round his neck, and ſaid with a 


rapturous voice, O my dear, dear huſ- 


band, I want words to expreſs the ex- 
quiſite delight which I feel at this 
happy meeting. 1 had much to ſay be- 


fore I ſaw you, but the exceſs of joy 


at your firſt appearance, robbed me of 
my faculties and locked up the powers 
of ſpeech; nor can I now ſay half 
what I would on ſo fortunate an occa- 
This ſpeech, warm from the heart, 


and full of conjugal affection, threw 


Mr. Morton in an ecſtaſy : he preſſed 
her cloſely to his beating boſom, and 
with broken accents, broken through the 
intenſeneſs of his feelings, offered. up 
fervent thanks to heaven for moments 
of ſuch felicity, laviſhed the higheſt en- 
| comiums on her behaviour after his own 
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ing at him for awhile with fixed eyes, 
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carriage to her, and On: her for- 


giveneſs. | 
When he had given vent to 15 

ſtruggling emotions of his breaſt as a 
huſband, he turned towards his ſon, 
and tenderly embraced him : but me- 
mory brought forward paſt ſcenes with 
ſuch rapidity to his mind, that he could 


only ftrain him in his arms with a pa- 


rental ardor, and murmur out, My hap- 

pineſs is complete. 
Mr. Belton then told his amiable 
couſins that he hoped they would ac- 
cept of a little repaſt which he had 
ordered, to which he had alſo invited 
the colonel, as he had behaved with ſo 
much politeneſs, adding that his coach 
which he had ſent for ſhould carry them 
'home in the evening, if Mrs. Morton 
choſe rather to return to the cottage 
than to occupy apartments in his houſe. | 
Mr. Belton had taken an opportunity 
to quit the room while his couſins were 
| too 


7. Mok rox and V Bals rp. 2% : 


too er, engaged with each other to 
obſerve his motions, and deſired the 
landlord to provide as elegant a dinner 
as the town could afford: By ſo doing 
he intended to diverſify their ideas, 


and he invited the colonel who was a 8 


very entertaining man, that the con- 
verſation might not grow too domeſtic, 
His obliging offer, with regard to the 
repaſt, was unanimouſly aſſented to, 


but Mrs. Morton, as ſhe was particu- 


larly conſulted about the route in the 
evening, ſaid, that if Mr. Morton had 
no objection, ſhe choſe to go back to 
the 2 for ſeveral reaſons. 
r. Belton had penetration enouſh 

to. Ne as the principal reaſons to 
which ſhe alluded, and bowed his con- 
ſent to her choice: Mr. Morton did 
not give his conſent in ſilence. Taking 
hold of her hand, which he preſſed to 


his lips with the tranſport of a ſond 


lover on his wedding-day, To what- 
„ ever 
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ever place you chuſe to lead me, ſaid 
he, my ſweeteſt Fanny, I will moſt 


readily follow you; from this moment 


 I:put myſelf under your directions; I 
have ſmarted ſufficiently for —_ 
| been under my .ownn. 

The dinner which Mr. Belton had 
ordered was conducted in a much better 
manner than he expected, and the 
time ſpent at the inn, was ſpent to the 
ſatisfaction of the whole company. 


— 


Mr. Belton, when his coach came to 


the door, rightly thinking that his cou- 
ſins would be happier without a fourth 
perſon, wiſhed them all the joy which 
they could wiſh for themſelves, and 
returned with the colonel, who was not 
ſparing of his cordial wiſhes at their 


departure, 


CHAP, 
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been conducted into her parlour 
by her huſband and her ſon, who, both 
attending her with the moſt engaging 
aſſiduity, ſaid to the latter, Don't you 


long, my dear, to communicate the 


tranſactions of this day to our good 
friends at the Hall? 

Certainly, madam, replied bs an 
will if you pleaſe ſet out immediately 
to acquaint them with the agreeable ad- 
dition to our family. Her looks made 
a verbal anſwer unneceſſary, and he 
departed with WC, feet to execute 
his errand. 

Mrs. Morton, hich ſhe really FR 
fired to make her happineſs known to 
her friends without delay, was proba- 
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bly urged, by the ſudden flow of con- 
jugal tenderneſs, to wiſh for the private 
indulgence of it; for when her ſon had 
quitted the room, ſhe poured out her 


fond foul with an extravagance of ex- 


preſſion which his preſence would have 
checked, and Mr. Morton, feeling him- 
ſelf not under the inſpection of a wit- 
nefs, gave unbounded encouragement 
to the raptures of an impaſſioned huſ- 
band in ſuch a joy-inſpiring ſituation. 
'* © Thereturn of their ſon drew off their 
attention to themſelves, and produced 
very friendly enquiries after the a 
ied-family. 

Was not Mr. Bamſted ſurprized at 
fo late a viſit from you, my dear ? faid 
Mrs. Morton. 

He was madam, and the ladies looked 
aghaſt as if they expected ſome diſa- 
greeable news from my not having 
made my appearance there during the 
day: but I ſoon brightened their fea- 
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tures by informing them how the day 
had been filled up. They were all ex- 
ceedingly pleaſed with my intelligence, 
and intreated me to bring their lincereſl 
congratulations. | : e 

The next morning while che Ane 
were as happily ſeated at breakfaſt as 
three people could poſſibly be, the 
Bamſteds arrived, to whom Mrs. Mor- 


ton preſented her huſband with a warmtn 
in her manner, which plainly diſco- . 


vered the ſecret triumph of her heart 
on the re- poſſeſſion of him, and received 
the compliments upon the enen 
occaſion with a viſible exultancdge. 

Mrs. Morton, after having declared 
to Mr. and Mrs. Bamſted the great 
obligations he. was under to them for 
their uncommon kindneſſes to his dear 
Fanny, advanced towards Miſs Bamſted 
and ſaid, I think myſelf very happy 
madam, in having a ſon who has diſ- 
covered ſo much judgment in ſelect- 
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ing ſo fair a companion to heighten the 
enjoyment of his future life, and beg 
you would believe me when I aſſure 
you, that if he finds not felicity in the 
marriage- ſtate, I ſhall attribute his diſ- 
appointment either to want of greg or 
want of ſenſe. | 

Almeria, with a ſ cane motion 
of her eyes, replied, I ſhall always, ſir, 
do every thing in my power not to 
diſappoint the expectations of thoſe 
who entertain prejudices in my favour. 

Mr. Bamſted ſoon became charmed 
with Mr. Morton's varied and lively 
converſation, and intreated him to ſpend: 
the remainder of the day, en famille, 
at his houſe: but Mr. Morton apolo- 
gized for not complying with his re- 


queſt, by urging the propriety, the ne- 


ceſſity, indeed, of paying his early re- 
ſpects to Sir Harry Bloſſom for his gene- 
rous behaviour to his ſon: promiſing, 
however, to wait upon him with his 
* on his return. Well, 


— 


N 


Well, ſir, ſaid Nur. Bamſted; you: 
1 made ſo ſufficient an apology. that 
I ſhould only my weakneſs if 
J offered to diſpute the juſtneſs of it: 
but you will not, I hope, attempt to 
hinder me from ſending my coach to 
you at the hour you intend to W out to 
Roſe-Place. 3 

Mr. Morton, dig 3 of his 
civility with many thanks, which were 
accompanied with thoſe of Mrs. Mor- 
ton and of his ſon, Mr. Bamſted went 
home with his wife and Almeria, in 
order to baten his N for * 
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HIL E they were t for 
Mr. Bamſted's carriage, Mr. 
Morton deſired his ſon to give him the 
draught which he bad received from 
125 | sir 


208 , The HISTORY of » 


Sir W I hall be ſhortly ena- 
bled, ſaid he, by the integrity of our 
couſin Belton, to make over to you a 


ſum equivalent to that contained in this 


paper, I ſhall return it to your gene- 


rous benefactor with ſuitable acknow- 


ledgments for his friendſhip and libe- 
rality; conſidering the reſtoration of it 
not only as a debt of honour, but as a 


debt of juſtice: the ſingularity of your 


ſituation was an admiſſible excuſe for 
your acceptance of it, but you cannot, 
now, any longer detain it from its right 


coumner, without ſhewing an illaudable 


diſregard of his intereſt to whom you 
was not a little indebted for ſo hand- 
ſome a gift; the intereſt of Charles Bloſ- 
ſom, the intereſt of your friend. 
Morton, ſtruck with the nobleneſs of 
his father's behaviour, delivered the 
drauglit to him immediately, telling 


him at the ſame time, that nothing 


Wen give him more pleaſure than the 
; ſurrender 
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ſurrender of the note — the generous 
doner of it, as he had received it with 
the greateſt reluctance becauſe he knew 


that he was doing an injury to his 
friend by leſſening his patrimony. But 


love, continued he, triumphed overfriend- 
ſhip: my paſſion for Miſs Bamſted, tho 
I made more than one offer to reſtore 
it, prevented me from ſeeing myſelf in 


the cenſurable light in which I now * : 


pear to myſelf. 
Away with all ſelf reproaches, ſaid 


Mr. Morton, interrupting him Vou 
have no reaſon, my good ſon to be 


aſhamed of your conduct — Vou ac- 
cepted of Sir Harry's donation, with an 

intention, I dare ſay, to make a reſtitu- 
tion, if you was ever enabled by for- 


tune. 


I did, I did indeed fir, replied Mor- 


ton; it was the ſincere wiſh of my heart 


while I received it from his liberal 
hand, that fortune would one day give 


ine 
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me the {ſweet ſatxfation to ſee it in that 
hand again. | 


The arrival of Mr. Bamſted's carriage 


hindered him from proceeding, for his 
father at the ſight of it ſaid, Well, well 
my fon, let us ſet off directly, for I 
long to give you the ſatisfaction which 
you have for ſome time ſo ardently 
deſired: I Tong to ſee the amiable peo- 
ple to whom you have been under 


ſuch great obligations; and I long to make. 


all the acknowledgments to which they 
are ſo juſtly entitled. | 


In a few moments after the clofe of 


this ſpeech, the Mortons departed from 
the cottage, all pleaſed, though each in 


a different manner, with their excur- 


ion. 
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c H E N he carriage al at 
Y  Roſe-Place, it was in the after- 
noon, and the tea was going round in 
. the blue parlour We end the 
avenue. 

At the 3 Mr. Bamiſted's 
arms and liveries, Charles ran to the 
window Seeing his friend's well-known 
face he concluded that the whole Bam- 
ſted- family were his companions, and 
Precipitately left the room in order to 
pay proper civilities to them. Sir Harry, ä 
though not ſo nimble, was full as polite 
as his ſon, followed him without delay 
to welcome his new viſitors to his 
houſe, and to tell ' them how much 
. e afforded him. 
Charles, 
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| . however, with all his expedi- 
, dition, could not get to the door of 
the carriage before young Morton had 
quitted it, who, after having affectio- 
nately embraced him, begged leave to 
introduce two of his good friends 
whom he had but lately diſcovered.— 
That lady, ſir, continued he, is my 


dear mother, the diſcovery of whom at 


the cottage I mentioned in my letter 
to you, and that gentleman is my fa- 
ther, with the . ſight of whom I was not 
bleſſed till yeſterday. _ 

Without making any anſwer, Charles 
flew to the carriage, and paid his com- 
pliments of congratulation to Mr. and 
Mrs. Morton, while his friend prepared 
Sir Harry, who was now come up to 
them, for the reception of ſome amiable 
people whom he had never ſeen before. 
Sir Harry, having felicitated Mr. and 


Mrs. Morton on their unexpected 1 meet | 


ing alter the inple of ſo many years, 


told 
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told them that they were, he thoughts * 
particularly to be envied in having ſo 
excellent a ſon to 6 h con- 
Jugal happineſs, - 

Sir Harry's © cordial ſpeech was not 
thrown away upon the valuable pair to 
whom it was addreſſed : they both en- 
joyed the friendlineſs which breathed 
through it, and convinced him by their 
replies that they had no doubts concern- | 
ing his ſincerity. 

While Sir Harry was e Mrs. 
Morton up the ſteps to the houſe, and 
while Morton was talking to his father 
behind them, Charles employed himſelf - 
as a prompter to Lady Bloſſom, who 
had been from the moment of the arrival 
of Mr. Bamſted's carriage, puzzled to 
recollect the faces of thoſe by whom 

young Morton was accompanied. 
Well-bred people ſoon become ac- 
quainted: Lady Bloſſom and Mrs. Mor- 
ton therefore, at their firſt interview, 
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were as eaſy in their behaviour to each 
other, and converſed with as much free. 
dom as if their acquaintance "RE been | 


'$: 


of a long ſtanding, 


Sir Jaſper alſo and Miſs Tatton were 


taking their tea: the former, . though he 
"could not reliſh the genteel manners and 


elegant converſation of the new viſiters, ; 
had ſenſe enough to know that they 
were beings very much ſuperior to him- 
ſelf, and ſat rather awed: by their pre- 


ſence. Before ſtrangers Sir Jaſper was 


naturally in an awkward ſituation; be- 
fore ſtrangers of their caſt he was always 
' remarkably embaraſſed. Not ſo his 
daughter, ſhe was highly delighted with 


her afternoon. 


When Sir Jaſper” and Miſs Tatton 
were gone, Charles made a motion, the 


meaning of which his friend thoroughly 
comprehended, and followed him into 


the garden.— Now, ſaid Charles, when 


| _ were in private, pray tell ms whe- 
ther 


tf © „ X&Ma£© 
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ther Bamſted is ſteady — has he been 
troubled with no penitential qualms ? 


He is as ſteady as I wiſh him to be, 


_ replied Morton, and the late diſcoveries i 


will, L imagine, keep him ſo. 
When Charles and his friend retired 


to the garden, Mr. Morton, having ex- 


preſſed a great deal of pleaſure at the 
proſpect which he beheld from a fide 


window, Sir Harry ſaid to him, Ay fir, 


that is a very pretty proſpe& to be 
ſure, but I will place you within fight 
of a much finer one if you will favour 
me with your company. | 
He then conducted Mr. Morton into a 
very large back-parlour, from the win- 
dows of which appeared a rich land- 
ſcape worthy of the pencil of a Claude 
Lorraine. It was, indeed, a feaſt to the 
eye of Mr. Morton, who was always 
enraptured with the rural exhibitions 
of nature. Till the landſcape faded in his 
ſight by the departure of the ſun, whoſe 


ſetting 
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3 rays had beautifully ne 


it, he truly enjoyed it. 
Mr. Morton, having been m 


by the beauty of the proſpect to which 


Sir Harry had carried him, from the 
deſign which he had formed while he 
paſſed from one parlour to the other, 
thought about the execution of it as 


5 ſoon as the ſcenery of nature was veiled 
by evening's duſky mantle. 


I am much obliged to you, Sir Harry, 
ſaid he, for having treated my eyes with 


| ſo ſuperb an entertainment, but I am 


under {till higher obligations to you ; 
and- all the acknowledgments which I 
can poſſibly make will not be adequate 
to the favours you have conferred upon 
Favours conferred on you, fir ?—on 


a gentleman whom till this afternoon I 


never law ? 


Yes Sir Harry, on me.—PFor every 
| favour which you conferred upon my 


ſon, 


— 


ſon, I conſider myſelf indebted to you. 


It is not in my power to cancel my 
obligations, but it is in my power, to 7 — 


grateful. 

Enough, enough fir interrupted Si 
Harry, 1 muſt, put a ſtop to this kind 
of language for it is offenſive to my 
ears—Beies, 1 really don' t know what 
you mean by mentioning your obliga-' 
tions to me—You have forced me to 


talk upon the ſubjett, and therefore 


juſt not be, angry with me for declaring. 
boy I am the obliged perſon—Neither 
you nor your ſon are under any obli- 
gations to me: to him I ſtand indebted 
for the life of mine No more then, 1 
beide you, in that ſtrain. | + HDD A 

This behaviour of yours, Sir Harty,” 


is by no means latisfactory, laid Mr. | 


Morton. ; 

Well, well, replied Sir Harty, I will 
give you ſatisfaQtion at eee time, 
<a 8218 . 5:08 
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The time preſent for me, 1 
The Mr . Morton, and I beg you would there- 
fore not think « f quitting the x room till I 


u * 4 k - 


am ſatisfied. 

He. then pulled out his _pocket- bock, 
and having taken the draught out of 
it, delivered it to him wich theſe words: 
Mr. Morton, Sir Harry, is infinitely 
obliged to you far all | your kindneſſes 
to Mr. Dormer. , 

Sir Harry, ſtarted at ſo unexpected 
an addreſs, but recollecting that the 
draught could not be proper executed 
till he had made an altefation in it, 
receiyed it with an intention to give it 
the propriety which it wanted Mr. 
Morton, ſaid he, you thall be en 
in a few minutes. 1 

He then called for A pen and ink, and 
having inſerted the name of Morton 
inſtead of Dormer, offered to return 
it. No, Sir Harry, ſaid Mr. Morton, 
the note is now in the hands of the right 
, owner, 
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wins and I iaſiſt upon your keeping 
Lon injured yaur own. fon: when 

W to mine who received it witn 
the utmoſt reluctanee, but, as his love 
was ſtronger than his friendſhip, be did 
not behave with a N ll * 
upon the occalian. - 
Pray don't: wrong Fa * Gr; i 
this manner; you have great reaſon to 
be happy as a parent. | 
Jam extremely happy, Sir Harry, in 
having ſo amiable a ſon, and it is my 
ſincere affection for him which has 
actuated my conduct in this affair 
He cannot bear to think of his frieng's 
being deprived. of fo conſiderable a 
part of his inheritance on his account, 
and as I am by the goodneſs of Provi- 
dence, in a ſituation to fulfill his engage- 
ments with Mr. Bamſted, I. ſhould ill 
deſerve, fuch a ſon if I did not eaſe 
his mind of a weight, which: has op- 


he #; Preſſed 
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preſſed it ever ſince the acceptance of 
chat paper. (pointing to the draught.) 
Mr. Morton, at the cloſe of his ſpeech, 
not chuſing to hear any anſwer. from 


Sir Harry, who was indeed too much 


ſtruck with his behaviour to open his 


lips, went out of the room, only ſay- 


ing, Come Sir Harry, we have been 
long abſent from the ladies 


CHAP. xv. 


W HEN Charles had congratulated 
his friend on the ſteadineſs of 
Mr. Bamſted, and acquieſced in his opi- 
nion concerning the continuance of it, 
he drew a letter out of his pocket direct- 
ed to Mr. James Dormer, at Sir Harry 
Bloſſom's Bart. &c. — This letter, ſaid 
Charles, comes, I believe, from your 
old friend Monſieur la Touche, as 
Bourdeaux 
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Bourdeaux is ſtamped gw” the Jace 
of i it. 


Morton FR. the ſeal with an eager | 
curioſity mixed with melancholy emo- 
tions, as the wax was black, and read 
the following lines: i, 


Mr. Jams LEO ;  Bourdraux. 
Sir, 0 
You will, I am certain, be concerned 
to hear that my very worthy brother who 
had ſo true a regard for you, was 
carried off a few weeks ago by an epi- 
demical diſorder, which has proved 
fatal to this place. With bis dying 
breath he intreated me to look upon 
you as his ſon, as 1 had no child, add 
as I was not leſs prepoſſeſſed in your 
favour than himſelf, I readily promiſed 
to comply with his laſt requeſt: and 
to convince you that 1 fully intend to 
* the! — of my ger deceaſed | 
Ry" brother, 2 | t 
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brother, I haye incloſed bills . 


on ſome of my correſpondents: in 
| London, which will, I hope, be. regained 7 
4 as tokens of friendſhip. | 

| As I have-diſcharged e wi a 
brother and of a friend, by the com- 
munication of this intelligence, I ſhall, 
Itruft, give you ſome ſatisfaftion by 

| informing you that your enemies at 

Breſt came all to untimely ends—The 
captain who brought you thither and the 
commandant who connived at your be- 

ing ſo ill-treated' at the fort, having 
quarrelled at Mrs. Villenneve's one night 

about a new girl whom fhe had ſednced 

from her relations, fought with ſuch fury 

that they both died of their wounds, 
and Mrs. Villeneuve herſelf ' received 
ſuch a wound in attempting to prevent 


N 


the execution of their ſwords, — 11 
eee eee ü 9 64 TIL 
Jam hy, * 857 
; Wich che moſt perfect . : 
Jour ſincere and affectionate friend, 
| La Toucns. 
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* Morton's h humanity Was haken by 9 
the former part of Mr. 1a Touche" »* 
"letter, and he anfeignedly forrowed o over 

it; when he reflected upon the latter 
part of it, he adored the juſtice of 
heaven in the puniſhment | of thole b. | 
whom he had been ſo much injured, 

but without feeling any exulting ſenſa- 
tions. The bills amounted, | to five 
hundred pounds. | . 9 

Sir Harry found che con yd of 
Nr, Morton fo 1 very agreeable, and Lady 

Zloſſom was ſo charmed, with the con- 
-verhible | powers of Mrs. Morton, that 
they, both oppoſed their return to the | 
tottage the next morning, 

Mr. Morton, in order to make Io 
expediency, of his departure the more 
evident, told Sir Harry, that he could 
not, without behaving, with great npo- 
Atenels, detain Mr. Bamſted J carriage 
another day. rh: „„ ONS 
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That objection, my dear fir, replied 
Sir Harry, is of no ſort” of conſequence. 
Send the carriage home, if you pleaſe, 
but I muſt beg leave to infiſt * 
your making ſome ſtay here. 

Mr. Morton, finding that he could 
not, without affronting his good | friends, 
leave them ſo ſoon, wrote a few lines 
to Mr. Bamſted to let him know how 
He and his family were circumſtanced. 
Theſe lines were accompanied by a note 
from Sir Harry, privately delivered to 
the ſame ſervant, with a preſſing invi- 
tation to Mr. Mrs. and Miſs Bamſted to 
increaſe the happineſs which he enjoyed 
in the converſation of their friends, by 
the addition of their company, as long 
as they choſe to remain at Roſe- Place. 

Sir Harry, when he had ſecretly dit 
| poſed of his note, with firict injunctions 
to the ſervant, ſupported by a proper 
ſupplement to them, not to mention a 
K. app about it 1 128 his departure. 
* 23 24 
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pleaſed. himſelf with thinking how  agree= 
_ ably, his gueſts would be ſurprized at 
the re; appearance of Mr. Bamſted's 


coach: and he was not diſappointed, 


for when Mrs. Haynes, who .had dined 


with them, and had juſt finiſhed her 


firſt diſh of tea, acquainted them with 
her diſcovery, they were, all filled with 
wonder. Up ſprung the lover of Alme- 
Tia from his chair, and flew. down the 
ſteps when he ſaw, as the carriage was 
coming round the ſweep, his future 
bride, blooming like an angel. Love 


winged his feet and animated his whole | 


figure. Charles Was cloſe behind, and 


took Mrs. Bamſted under his protection. 


Unerpetted interviews betwixt friends 
are commonly. more Joyous than thoſe 
which have been pre- concerted. The 
Mortons and the Bamſteds not baving 
thought the day before of ſeeing A 


other there, received the higher plea- 


ſure from their meeting together, and 
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the 1 reception Which U Later this 
See the Bloſſoms, made n 
doubly delightful: —Mr. Bamſted, when 
he had paid his compliments to Sir 
Harry and his family, went up to Mos. 
yt and toll her that he had many 
apologies | to make for his paſt behaviour 
to her, but allured ber that he ſhould. 
endeavour to deſerve her lorgiyeneſs 
by the propriety of his future carriage. 
1 am. now convinced madam, continued 
he, chat you did r not. merit the incivilities 
which you received from me — You 
appear to me in a new. light; I have 
been long blind to your virtues, but my 
eyes. have, been ſufficiently opened, by 
| ſome late tranſaRtions i in which you had 
no inconfiderabte ſhare. 

Mrs. Haynes, very glad to find that 
Mr. Bamſted began to haye ſo  fayourg- 
ble: an opinion of ber, . after the preju- 
ices which he had entertained againlt 
her, told him that the alteration ir ty. 


ſentiments : 
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Kenitirnents; concerning her) gave ber a 
great deal of pleaſure, and that ſhe 
| hould always wiſh to deſerve his eſteem. 

.. To: render Roſe - Place ſtill! more joy- 
dus, Sir Harry. diſpatched his ſon the 
next morning to Sir Jaſper, to acquaint 
him with the re · inforcement which they 
had received, with orders not to return 
; without him and Maſs Tatton. 12 

Charles ſet off without delay to exe- 
Pa ſo agreeable à commiſſion, and met 
_ with no obſtruQions 3 0 — 
ahich he was charged: 24; 

_ Miſs Tatton and Miſs Bamſted were 
particularly pleaſed to ſee each other 
again, and their lovers were not a little 
delighted to ſee their mutual ſatisfaction, 
as they propoſed; no ſmall happineſs 
from the continuance of their friendſhip: _ 
after marriage, for which they began 

to grow impatient and to murmur at the: 


tardinels of the lawyers, 
After 
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Pran been ſaid during the 
es this hiſtory, the readers of it 
will naturally expect a couple of wedd- 
ings, for the concluſion of it: not to 
diſappoint, therefore, their natural ex- 
pedctations, I ſhall finiſh it by informing 
them that Mr. Morton was married to 
Miſs Bamſted, and that Mr. Bloſſom was 
at the ſame time indiſſolubly united to 
Miſs Tatton. With the happieſt omens 
they approached the altar With the 
entire approbation of their parents, and 
with the fincereſt affection for each 
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Trial of. Lady Allurea Luxury, 1s 6d Ritched. 
Voyages, Travels, and wonderful Diſcoveries of 
Captain John Holmeſby, 3s bound. | 
| | © - _ | Virtuous Criminal; or the Hiſtory of Lord Stan- 
2 ley, 2 vol. 6s bound. 
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The F orced Marriage: 
| 3 7-4 L An aten Story. 
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